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INTRODUCTION 

 
The first edition of John Moore, Son of Caleb, published in 2009, covered John and his wife Nancy 

(Osteen) Moore and their children. It also covered John’s parents, Caleb and Eunice (Brierly) 

Moore and their children.  This second edition picks up where the first edition ended: Caleb’s 

parent’s John and Elizabeth (last name unknown) Moore. This John Moore, Caleb’s father, is 

referred to from this point forward as the Elder John Moore.  

 

Until recently, all that was known about the Elder John Moore was recorded in Folks Huxford’s 

Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia. In his Volume 2, published in 1954, Huxford reported that the 

Elder John Moore left an estate in Pitt County, North Carolina, and that in 1822 his estate was in 

the hands of Moses Moore, administrator. 

 

Since that time, descendants of the Elder John have tried countless times without success to 

determine which of the several John Moores living in Pitt County during that same period was 

their ancestor. More than a half-century of unsuccessful efforts was more than enough proof that 

without professional assistance, the prospects of ever identifying him were dim. Therefore, in 2009 

a professional genealogical research firm was employed.  

 

Randall Clayton Jones of Ray City, Georgia, a descendant of the Elder John Moore is due all the 

credit for acting on the need for professional assistance, for evaluating potential research firms, 

making the final selection and bearing a significant part of that firm’s charges for conducting the 

research. The firm he selected was AncestryProGenealogists, hereinafter referred to as the 

Genealogists, a research arm of Ancestry.com that is current owner of one of the largest 

commercial online genealogical databases.  

 

The Genealogists went about their work in the main by examining land deeds, court and tax 

records, wills and federal census reports. According to the Genealogists, all such records that 

contained a Moore name in the counties where the Elder John and his ancestors lived, or were 

thought to have lived, were examined. Those thought to have even the slightest chance of being 

pertinent to the identification of the Elder John or his paternal ancestors were copied or abstracted.        

 

Much information was recorded on these early American documents. In addition to that found on 

a typical deed today, there was at least some of the following information: (1) name of the owner 

of the land prior to the current seller, and sometimes, even his relationship to the current seller, if 

any; (2) names of owners of adjacent tracts; (3) names of chainmen who helped measure the 

property’s boundaries; and (4) the names of nearby rivers, creeks, runs, etc. and other prominent 

landmarks. 

 

By combing through the records copied or abstracted and correlating the information they 

contained, the Genealogists were eventually able to identify the Elder John. In the process, they 

also identified the Elder John’s father, William Moore.  

 

They then set out in search of William’s paternal ancestors. As one would expect, the farther back 

in time the search was conducted, the more difficult the task became, and they failed to find an 

individual whom they could positively identify as William’s father.  
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However, they found sufficient circumstantial evidence to conclude that a Thomas Moore who 

had resided in Lower Norfolk County, Virginia was a “strong candidate.” This same conclusion 

(no proof but a strong candidate based on circumstantial evidence) was reached for an Edmond 

Moore as being the father of Thomas. Thomas and Edmond lived in the same Virginia county.    

 

After the research by the Genealogists had been concluded and their final report made, I searched 

the Internet to see if I might find some hard evidence that Thomas and Edmond Moore were a part 

of this Moore family’s lineage. Instead, I found an article with information about Edmond Moore 

that only added to the uncertainty.  

 

This article was about a small cemetery near the crossroads community of Pungo, Virginia Beach, 

Virginia, known locally as the William Moore Cemetery (see photos below). The article explained 

that at some point in the past, the cemetery had disappeared in an entanglement of brush, vines and 

volunteer trees where it was discovered and reclaimed in the 1980’s by Donald W. Moore.  
 

 

William Moore Cemetery, Pungo, Va. Beach, VA. Photo 2017.                    Headstone in William Moore Cemetery. Photo 2017 

 

According to the article, the 20 or so names on the headstones included a Cason Moore. It being 

such an unusual name, I was convinced that this was a descendent of Edmond Moore who had a 

son by that name. The article also provided a rough idea of how to find the cemetery, and after 

searching in the wrong places a couple of times, it was spotted by my daughter, Dinah Esworthy, 

who accompanied me on the trip.  

 

I then found on the Internet a copyrighted genealogical article by Donald W. Moore, dated January 

19, 2012. The article included his credentials as a certified genealogist with 15 years of service as 

Vice-President of the Virginia Genealogy Society. I then contacted Mr. Moore and in my 

conversation with him, he informed me that his residence was about ¼ mile from the cemetery, 

and that he is a descendant of William Moore (1773-1843) after whom the cemetery was named.  

 

He went on to explain that this William Moore was a descendant of Cason Moore who descended 

from Edmond Moore. He also said that he had made no effort to trace the descendants of Edmond’s 

other children. Donald and I both had been DNA tested, so we compared our test results (YDNA) 



 

5 

 

and readily saw too much difference for Edmond Moore, who was about 10 generations distant 

from us, to be the ancestor of us both.   

 

With Donald being an experienced, widely recognized professional genealogist who lives in the 

same area where Edmond had once lived, I quickly realized that he had an almost ironclad case 

for claiming this Edmond Moore as his ancestor. Therefore, I set out to exclude all information 

about Edmond Moore from my genealogical records and this document.  

 

However, after a long debate with myself I decided against that action and kept Edmond in both 

my records and this document. My primary reason for doing so regardless of the known conflict 

was that the information about Edmond could very well be of substantial assistance to future 

researchers of this Moore family line. 

 

Further, while the odds are clearly unfavorable, it is not completely outside the realm of possibility 

that the Genealogists were right after all. At the same time, I wanted to clearly make known the 

conflict that was discovered, as I have done here. 

 

When the research project first got underway, I assumed that I could follow the Genealogists’ 

progress step by step in the positive identification of the Elder John Moore. However, due to the 

complexity of the procedures they used, coupled with their providing less than a full description 

of these procedures in their written report, I was unable to do this to my full satisfaction. 

Consequently, I attempted my own analysis, utilizing the documents gathered by the Genealogists.  

 

To my great satisfaction I identified both the Elder John and his father William, even though the 

procedures used by the Genealogists and me differed. Getting the same results from two 

independent analyses should be as reassuring to interested parties as it was to me.  

 

To be clear, the great bulk of the information in this document about the Elder John and more 

distant generations was based on research conducted by the Genealogists. The balance of it came 

from my own research or from other sources.  

 
 My sincere appreciation to the John B. Moore family of Miami, Florida for making available letters 

written by their Confederate ancestor Stephen Moore to his family back home. Stephen was the son of 

John Moore, son of Caleb. Without these letters, we would not have known of some important events 

that directly affected Stephen and his four brothers and two nephews who fought alongside him.   

 

Also, my deep gratitude to Cheryl Rhoden of Pinon Hills, California, for her leads, insights and 

never-say-die attitude during the long, long search for our common ancestors. Cheryl descends 

from both John Moore, son of Caleb, and John’s sister, Elizabeth Moore Raulerson. Last, but not 

least, this document would not have been possible without my wife, Nancy Burns, my trusted 

sounding board who patiently reviewed my many drafts and made countless passages easier to 

comprehend.   
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Chapter 1 

 

EDMOND MOORE (1630-1691) 

 

As mentioned in the introduction, the Genealogists found no hard evidence that Edmond Moore 

was in the paternal ancestral lineage of John Moore, son of Caleb. However, they found sufficient 

circumstantial evidence for them to conclude that he was a “likely candidate.” (See Introduction, 

page 3, regarding my independent discovery of information that only increased the uncertainty of 

Edmond being in this Moore family’s lineage, and my reasons for listing him as an ancestor, even 

after finding information that makes this unlikely.  

 

The Genealogists estimated that Edmond was born around 1630 and died about 1691. Where he 

was born is unknown, but the Genealogists believed that it was in England. The basis for their 

belief is that the Virginia Colony was populated almost entirely by English settlers until at least 

1700, and Edmond was living in that colony by 1656 at the latest.  

 

Contrary to what is found in some family trees of this same Moore family line, the Genealogists 

saw nothing to indicate that Edmond was the son of Sir Richard Moore, first governor of Bermuda. 

Sir Richard may have had a son named Edmond, but if so, it was not this Edmond according to the 

Genealogists.  

 

The earliest recorded date of Edmond’s presence in the colony appears in a Lower Norfolk County, 

Virginia court record dated November 17, 1656.1 That record reads as follows (with original 

spelling retained): Upon ye petision of Edmund Moor2 a certificate is granted unto him for two 

hundred acres of land proved due on oath for ye transport of fower [4] persons into ye Collony 

viz: Armstrong, Alexander; Daniel, Brian; [indecipherable]; and Bray, John. 4 psons. 

 

Perhaps a little explanation of this court transaction is in order. In the mid-1600’s, with the rapidly 

rising demand in England for Virginia-grown tobacco, the labor to produce it was no longer 

sufficient to keep pace. To deal with the shortage, a policy was established whereby 50 acres of 

free land would be granted to any individual who migrated to the colony.  

 

When an immigrant’s transportation to Virginia was financed by someone else as it customarily 

was, the sponsor was entitled to the free acreage instead of the immigrant. In such cases, the 

immigrant, or headright, as they were commonly called, was obliged to work for the sponsoring 

individual for a specified time, usually between two and seven years.  

 

Edmond Moore’s name appeared for the second time in Lower Norfolk County, Virginia court 

records on August 16, 1658, 3 when the following entry was made: Upon ye petision of Elizabeth 

Stratton widdow, a certificate is granted unto her for 300 acres proved due by her oath for ye 

transportation of ye six persons herein under written into ye Collony. Elizabeth Wakins, Will 

Dawson, Edmond Moore, Elinor Edwards, Daniell Frissell, Jno. Powery. 6 persons.  

 

 
1 Transcription of Lower Norfolk County Virginia Court Records, Book D, page 1817, by Mrs. William B. Wingo. 
2 In one instance in the court records his name was spelled “Edmund More” and in another was spelled “Edmond More”.  
3 Transcription of Lower Norfolk County Virginia Court Records, Book D, page 16016, by Mrs. William B. Wingo.  
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But how could Mrs. Stratton have claimed Edmond Moore as a headright in 1658 when Edmond 

was claiming headrights for himself two years earlier? According to a study made by Robert W. 

Baird in 1994,4 the average amount of lapsed time between the arrival of a headright and the 

consequent granting of the land was more than two years, with some grants being delayed for as 

long as ten years. This delay could account for the conflicting information.  

 

 
4 Baird, Robert (2001), Understanding Headrights.  

Virginia Beach, Virginia, first known as Lower Norfolk 

County, then Princess Anne County, is located within the 

extreme southeastern part of Virginia that is often 

referred to as Hampton Roads. 

Edmond Moore lived somewhere in the area now known as 

Virginia Beach, Virginia. He was there by no later than 1656, 

50 years after the first settlers arrived at Jamestown, which 

is about 50 miles away. 

Area on this old map titled “Princess Anne” is now Virginia 

Beach, Virginia. William Moore cemetery is in the Pungo 

community (see arrow). 

Current map of Virginia Beach, Virginia (area in pink at right). 

Its southern boundary is the Virginia-North Carolina border. 

 
 

Jamestown 

General area 

where Edmond 

Moore lived 
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But there is an equally plausible explanation: the administration of the headright system was 

sometimes so lax, perhaps purposely so, as to allow individuals to claim almost anyone as a 

headright, or to claim the same individual as a headright two or more times.5  

 

Based on the Genealogists’ estimated year of his birth (1630), Edmond was in his mid-twenties 

when his name first appeared in the Colony’s records. The records did not indicate whether he was 

married at the time, but young male immigrants were more often single than not. We know that he 

had a wife named Elizabeth, but the Genealogists believe that she was his second wife. 

 

If Edmond’s first marriage occurred after migrating, the surname of his first wife was most likely 

Cason, because their first child’s given name was Cason and a family of Casons were living there 

in the colony. Also, there were three Casons living in the Jamestown Colony nearby.   

 

Further, the records reviewed by the Genealogists indicated an ongoing relationship between the 

Moore and Cason families in Lower Norfolk, and that relationship apparently carried over to Pitt 

County, North Carolina where it appears that members of both families later moved. 

 

Edmond and his first wife had four children besides Cason: William, Thomas, James and Anne. 

Sons Cason and William married sisters, Sarah and Mary Woodhouse, and their sibling Anne 

married Henry Woodhouse, the brother of Sarah and Mary. The Woodhouses were among the most 

prominent families in Lower Norfolk,6 so as one Moore family researcher put it, these three 

siblings “married well.”  

   

As mentioned earlier, there was an almost insatiable demand at the time for Virginia-grown 

tobacco, and farmers in the Virginia colony were hard pressed to grow enough of it. Thus, it is 

highly probable that Edmond was engaged in the production of tobacco, and with the large acreage 

of land that he owned, it is practically a certainty that he grew large quantities of it.  

 

The first certificate issued to Edmond in 1656 for 200 acres of land was exchanged for farmland 

in 1657.7 To that, Edmond added another 150 acres in 1663,8 then 400 more in 1671,9 600 in 

1674,10 another 400 in 1675,11 and 134 in 1676.12 According to a courthouse record dated 1682, 

he had by then “deserted’’ the 400-acre farm he had bought in 1675,13 probably as a result of his 

not having satisfied the requirement that the land be brought into production within a certain time 

to avoid forfeiture. Thus, the ultimate size of his farm was 1,484 acres. 

 

The same year that the 400-acre farm was bought (1675), Edmond’s name appeared along with an 

Elizabeth Moore as sellers of three tracts of land.14 Prior to that time, Elizabeth’s name had not 

appeared with Edmond’s on any land transactions nor did she appear on any of his subsequent 

transactions.   

 
5 Ibid. 
6 Amy Waters Yarsinke, Virginia Beach, A History of Virginia’s Golden Shore, page 62, Arcadia Publishing, 2002.  
7 Cavaliers and Pioneers, Abstracts of Va. Land Patents, Volume one: Virginia Genealogical Society, 2004; FHL Book 975.5 R2n v. 1. 
8 Norfolk County Virginia Court Deed D: FHL Microfilm 32824, Item 1. 
9 Cavaliers and Pioneers, Abstracts of Va. Land Patents, Volume two: Virginia State Library,1977; FHL Book 975.5 R2n v. 2. 
10 Norfolk County, Virginia Deed Book E, FHL Microfilm 32824, Item 2. 
11 Cavaliers and Pioneers, Abstracts of Va. Land Patents, Volume two: Virginia State Library,1977; FHL Book 975.5 R2n v. 2. 
12 Ibid. 
13 Ibid. 
14 Norfolk County, Virginia Deed Book E, p.183; Deed Book 4, page 1; Deed Book 4, page 2. 
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The Genealogists thought this meant that Elizabeth was Edmond’s second wife, who had probably 

been widowed and that she had brought with her to the marriage the widow’s share of land left by 

her deceased husband.  

 

In comparison to Edmond’s ultimately accumulated acreage, the land he left his sons was small. 

In 1675, he deeded sons James and Thomas 150 acres each with son William receiving a “small 

tract.”15 Then in 1677, Edmond deeded his last 400 acres to son Cason.16 This probably signified 

the passing of his farming operations to his eldest son, a long-held tradition that usually came with 

a commitment from the son to care for the father and mother for the remainder of their lives.  

 

After 1677, only one mention of Edmond Moore was made in official county records and that was 

in 1687, when his oldest son Cason left instructions in his will for his wife Sarah to give my father 

Edmond More convenient entertainment in her house during his life, viz sufficient diet, washing, 

lodging and cloughing.17 If the Genealogists’ estimated date of Edmond’s death is correct, he died 

at age 61.      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
15 Ibid, Deed Book E, FHL Microfilm 32824, Item 2, Document 11.  
16 Ibid, Deed Book 4, page 23a; FHL Microfilm 32825. 
17 Charles Fleming McIntosh, Brief Abstract of Lower Norfolk County and Norfolk Wills, 1637-1710; also, FHL Book 975.55 P2m. 
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Chapter 2 

 

THOMAS MOORE (1660-1736), SON OF EDMOND  

 

The Genealogists were unable to declare with certainty that Thomas Moore of Lower Norfolk 

County, Virginia was the son of Edmond Moore, or that he was the father of William Moore who 

was the father of the Elder John. But having found what they considered to be convincing 

circumstantial evidence, they believed him to be a “prime candidate.”   

 

The Genealogists estimated that Thomas was born around 1660, probably in Lower Norfolk 

County, Virginia. He wrote his will in 1735, detailing how his estate was to be divided among his 

wife and nine children.18 The pertinent information concerning the estate’s divison is as follows: 
                                                                                                                                       

• Son Thomas the plantation whereon I live. 

• Wife Margaret a privilege upon the plantation during her widowhood. 

• Daughter Ann a privilege upon the plantation while she lives. Also, a feather bed and 

furniture. 

• Son James the plantation whereon he now lives. 

• Son Henry a third of the money from auction of ½ of John Guisbone’s former land. 

• Son Moses the remaining part of the above tract. 

• Daughter Susannah the above tract if Moses dies in his minority. 

• Son Arthur 94 acres of my land lying in the swamp; also, a gun, weavers loom, and 

furniture. 

• Daughter Ann, the above land if Arthur dies in his minority.     

• Son William one shilling. 

• Remaining possessions to his wife and children except Thomas, James, William and Henry, 

they having already received their full portion. 

 

Interestingly, Thomas also had a son named Jacob, who was not mentioned in his will. We are left 

to ponder why; also, why son William received only one shilling.  In any event, upon Thomas’s 

death, son Jacob petitioned the court for his proportionate share of his father’s estate and on March 

6, 1736, the request was granted.19   

 

The Genealogists’ belief that Thomas Moore was a prime candidate for the father of the ancestral 

William was, to a significant degree, based on their theory that all except one (James) of the seven 

sons of Thomas migrated soon after Thomas’ death to Pitt County, North Carolina.  

 

Their theory is supported by the absence of any land transactions after 1739 in Princess Anne 

County, Virginia by any of the sons except James; also by the presence of individuals in the 1790 

and future Pitt County census reports and deeds with names the same as Thomas’s sons living near 

the Elder John Moore or the Elder John’s son, Caleb. 

 

A Thomas and Henry Moore lived just three and five houses away, respectively, from the Elder 

John, and a Moses and Jacob Moore lived right next door and ten houses away, respectively, from 

 
18 Princess Anne County Deeds and Wills number 5, 1735-1740. Also filmed by the Genealogical Society of Utah, 1947, pages 97-98. 
19 Princess Anne County Court Orders number 4, 1728-1737, filmed by Va. State Library 1949, page 341.     
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Caleb Moore.20 The report also showed an Edmond Moore living just three houses away from 

Caleb Moore. Further, a Pitt County deed showed an Arthur Moore owning land adjacent to both 

the Elder John and his son Caleb,21 with another deed showing a Thomas Moore granting land to 

his son Jacob.22 Also, there were deeds showing a Moses Moore with sons named Cason23 and 

James,24 both names being the names of Edmond Moore’s sons as well as James being the name 

of a son of Thomas.  

 

So, it is easy to see why the Genealogists believed that the descendants of Edmond and Thomas 

Moore of Princess Anne County, Virginia migrated to Pitt County, North Carolina, and also why 

they believed these descendants were close relatives of the Elder John Moore and the Elder John’s 

son Caleb.  

 

One can deduce from the acreage of land farmed by Thomas that he did not marry nearly as “well” 

as three of his siblings (see page 8), or at least he did not acquire substantial landholdings. 

According to his will, he farmed a total of 344 acres, 150 of which was given him by his father 25 

and 100 acres willed him by his brother Cason.26 That leaves only one tract that he might have 

bought, it consisting of only 94 acres, and even that acreage “lay in the swamp.”  

 

The relatively small acreage farmed by Thomas also tends to support the Genealogists’ belief that 

most of Thomas’ sons left the area to settle in Pitt County, in that there was little incentive from 

the standpoint of inherited land for them to remain in Lower Norfolk, Virginia.  

 

Thomas appears to have married at least three times and probably four. Although evidence of only 

three wives was found, the Genealogists concluded that there must have been a fourth, because 

some of Thomas’s children appear to have been too old to have been the children of any of the 

other three.  

 

No record was found of when Thomas died, but it obviously occurred after his will was written on 

November 22, 1735 and before the above-mentioned court action was taken on March 6, 1736.  

 

Based on the Genealogists’ estimated date of his birth (1660), Thomas died when he was around 

76 years old.           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
20 This assumes that the order in which the names appeared in the federal census was in the same sequence as their homes along the roads. 
21 Pitt County Deed Book M, page 513. 
22 Ibid, Deed Book M, page 517. 
23 Ibid, Deed Book AA, page 79. 
24 Ibid, Deed Book S, page 36. 
25 Charles Fleming McIntosh, Brief Abstract of Lower Norfolk County and Norfolk County Wills, 1637-1710, pp 108-109. 
26 Ibid, pages 108-109. 
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Chapter 3 

 

WILLIAM MOORE (1710-1785), SON OF THOMAS 

 

While reviewing the Pitt County, North Carolina records in search of the elder John Moore, the 

Genealogists discovered a deed on which the names of both a William Moore and a John Moore 

appeared as father and son.  

 

On this deed, dated September 29, 

1785, a John Moore sold 200 acres 

of land to Silvanus Jones. 27 The 

deed contained a statement that this 

land was once the property of 

William Moore and that it had been 

given by the said William Moore 

[date unknown as the will was not 

found] to his son John Moore by 

will of said William Moore. The 

Genealogists traced this 200-acre 

tract back to when it was part of a 

500-acre tract that had been 

purchased in 1764 by a William 

Moore, cooper,28 from a James 

Blount, Jr.29  

 

Obviously, the above information was key to the Genealogists’ determination that the father of the 

Elder John Moore was William Moore. But with there being several John Moores in the county, 

additional information was needed. 

 

The procedure used by the Genealogists to obtain this additional information was complex, and I 

was unable to follow it with complete confidence. Thus, I determined to see if I could 

independently reach the same conclusion. It was with great satisfaction that I was able to do so. 

Just how that came about is explained in the next chapter.  

 

William’s only land purchase in Pitt County appears to have been the 500-acre tract he obtained 

in 1764 from James Blount, Jr., as described above, and possibly a 70-acre tract that official records 

showed that he willed to his son, the Elder John.30 It is unclear whether this 70 acres was part of 

William’s 500-acre tract or some other land. It also seems that the elder John may have purchased 

the 70 acres himself, for a February 1763 deed shows that the Elder John bought 70 acres from 

John Highsmith with a William Moore serving as one of the witnesses.31  

 

 

 
27 Pitt County, North Carolina Deed Book L, page 24. 
28 Barrel maker. Pitt County was a major exporter of pine tar and tobacco and both commodities were shipped in wooden barrels. 
29 Pitt County, North Carolina Deed Book C, page 70. 
30 Ibid, Deed Book M, page 425. 
31 Ibid, Deed Book B, page 310. 

North Carolina  
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Based on his date of birth of 1710 as estimated by the Genealogists, William was 54 years old 

when he purchased the 500 acres. It is likely that the funds to buy this land came from the profits 

of his cooperage, or barrel-making, operations.  

 

The two commodities produced in abundance in Pitt County were tobacco and pine gum, both 

produced almost exclusively for shipment to England and both always shipped in wooden barrels. 

This means that barrel-making was in great demand in Pitt County at the time and William must 

have profited handsomely from it.  

 

There is no record of when the ancestral William Moore died. However, since his son the Elder 

John sold on September 29, 1785 the 200 acres that had been willed to him by his father, we know 

that the ancestral William had died by then. Thus, his death came at about age 75.   

 

Did the ancestral William have children other than Elder John?  An entry in Judith Dupree Ellison’s 

Index and Abstracts of Deed of Record of Pitt County, North Carolina, Volume II, indicates that 

he had at least one other. 

  

That entry, dated April 29, 1786, shows that William Tison and Mary Tison, wife, granted to 

George Falconer the rights to land of William Moore, dec.; former owners: William Moore, dec.; 

Jesse Moore, dec., son of William Moore.32 (We know that William and Mary Tison had a son-in-

law named William, so this was undoubtedly their son-in-law.) 

 

In further support of the ancestral William having a second son, records indicate that the ancestral 

William willed to his son the Elder John roughly one-half the acreage that William owned. Finding 

no other record of land disposition, it seems likely that the balance of William’s land was willed 

by him to some other descendant. The most likely candidate found for that second descendant was 

this Jesse Moore, whose death resulted in the “rights” to the land being granted to George Falconer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
32 Ibid, Deed Book L, page 84. 
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Chapter 4 

 

ELDER JOHN MOORE (1735-1798), SON OF WILLIAM 

 

The Genealogists made no estimate of the Elder John’s date of birth, but we estimated that to be 

about 1735. How we settled on that date is explained later.  

 

As previously mentioned, it was not entirely clear to me how the Genealogists went about 

identifying the Elder John Moore, so I determined to see if I could identify him independently. By 

then the Genealogists had made copies or extracted information from the official records of all 

Moores living in Pitt County that had even the slightest chance of being helpful in identifying the 

Elder John. Thus, with these copied records handily available, my task was made relatively easy. 

 

As it turned out, four of the deeds that had been winnowed by the Genealogists were key to my 

identification of the Elder John, not once but twice. Two led to the first identification and two to 

the second. Pertinent wording on the deeds was as follows: 

 

Identification # 1:  In a deed dated February 1763, John Highsmith sold 70 acres of land to John 

Moore, planter.33  (Not surprisingly, the 1790 census report for Pitt County shows a John 

Highsmith living next door to a John Moore.) The location of the property was on Briery Branch 

and Highsmith’s Branch. Then, in October 1798, 35 years later, Caleb Moore assigned34 70 acres 

to Jesse Barnhill.35 The location of the land was on Briery Branch and Mill Branch. 

 

It was common for branches, creeks, etc. to be renamed as the land changed hands; thus, a name 

change from Highsmith’s Branch in 1763 to Mill Branch 35 years later was nothing unusual. The 

tract’s odd size of 70 acres was helpful in recognizing that the land bought by John Moore from 

John Highsmith in 1763 was the same as that assigned by Caleb Moore to Jesse Barnhill in 1798.  

 

Another clue was that no deed transferring the land to Caleb could be found, meaning that the land 

was most likely transferred by will. No will was found either, but this was accounted for by the 

destruction of practically all Pitt County wills by a courthouse fire in 1858. A final clue was that a 

William Moore, in all probability the Elder John’s father, was a witness to the 1763 transaction. 

All these clues in combination left no doubt that the John Moore in the 1763 transaction was the 

Elder John Moore. 

 

Identification # 2:  In a deed dated December 30, 1790, Joab Tison sold to John Moore one tract 

of land consisting of 150 acres and another consisting of 100 acres.36  The 100-acre tract was 

described on the deed as having one border in common with Caleb Moore’s property and another 

border in common with Arthur Moore’s old line.  

 

 
33 Ibid, Deed Book B, page 310. 
34 Assignment of property in the legal sense means a conditional sale, so the Genealogists believed this property was willed to Caleb by the   

   Elder John, subject to the lifetime use of the property by the Elder John’s widow.  
35 Pitt County, North Carolina Deed Book, Deed Book O, page 340. 
36 Ibid, Deed Book M, page 513. 
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Then on September 13, 1798, eight years later, Eli Cason sold 150 acres to Benoni Riland. 37 The 

deed stated that this land had been bought by Eli Cason from Caleb Moore on July 11 of that same 

year. Its location was described as having one boundary in common with Arthur Moore’s tract and 

another boundary being the same as the agreed line between John Moore and Joab Tison.  

 

So, here is a 100-acre tract once owned by a John Moore that lay right next to Caleb Moore’s land, 

and a 150-acre tract owned by Caleb Moore that lay right next to a John Moore’s land. No deed 

was found for Caleb’s acquisition of the 150 acres, the implication being that the land was 

transferred by will. After all these factors were considered, it became obvious that the John Moore 

who bought the property from Joab Tison in 1790 was the Elder John, father of Caleb.   

 

Even after positively identifying the Elder John twice in land transactions, it still was not easy to 

recognize which of the other numerous land transactions made by the several John Moores living 

in Pitt County at the time were the Elder John’s. If I correctly identified all his transactions, he had 

no further land purchases after the 70-acre purchase in 1763 until 1785.  

 

In January 1785 he bought 200 acres,38 and in September of that same year sold the 200-acre tract 

that he inherited from his father William.39 In 1786 he bought another 200-acre tract40 and a 50-

acre tract,41 and later that year sold the 50-acre tract.42  

 

Two years later (1788), he sold a 200-acre tract43 and the 70-acre tract that he inherited from his 

father,44 and that same year (1788) bought additional land of unknown acreage.45  In 1790 he 

bought one tract consisting of 100 acres, another of 150 acres 46 and sold 200 acres.47 There were 

no further transactions until 1797 when he sold 404 acres. 48 

 

So, after an extensive period in which he owned only 70 acres, the Elder John was suddenly buying 

and selling property on a frequent basis. This raises the distinct possibility that the Elder John had 

been in the cooperage business with his father and used his profits from that business to launch his 

land brokerage operations late in life. 

 

 It is also worth noting that the year that all this trading activity began (1785), was the same year 

his father William died, so it is likely that his father’s death somehow played a role in his son’s 

sudden entrance into the land trading business. Perhaps the necessary funds to start this business 

came from his father’s estate.   

 

 

 
37 Ibid, Deed Book O, page 293. 
38 Ibid, Deed Book I, page 392. 
39 Ibid, Deed Book L, page 24. 
40 Ibid, Deed Book L, page 309. 
41 Ibid, Deed Book L, page 137. 
42 Ibid, Deed Book L, page 106. 
43 Ibid, Deed Book M, page 365. 
44 Ibid, Deed Book M, page 425. 
45 Ibid, Deed Book M, page 39. 
46 Ibid, Deed Book M, page 513. 
47 Ibid, Deed Book M, page 541. 
48 Ibid, Deed Book O, page 17. 
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With regards to the timing of the Elder John’s death, we know that his last land transaction of 

record was on February 16, 1797 when he sold 404 acres (see footnote 48). We also know that on 

July 11, 1798, Caleb sold land willed to him by his father, the Elder John (see footnote 37). Thus, 

the Elder John died between these two dates (February 16, 1797 - July 11, 1798).  

 

As to how we settled on 1735 as the Elder John’s year of birth, in her 1955 application for 

membership in the DAR, Eloise (Moore) Thigpen, a descendant of the Elder John, certified to 

certain information as being taken from the Bible of John Moore, son of Caleb. The Bible itself 

had been destroyed in a house fire. The information certified by Mrs. Thigpen as appearing in the  

Bible included the following: John Moore, the elder, died in the year 1815 in Pitt County, N.C., 

age about 60 years. My Grandfather. 

 

But we know that the Elder John died in 1797 or 1798, so his quoted year of death of 1815 is 

incorrect. On the other hand, his quoted age at time of death of “around 60” appears to be about 

right. Based on his year of death of 1797 or 1798, his age at time of death would place the Elder 

John’s year of birth to be around 1737, very close to the estimated birth year (1735) of his wife 

Elizabeth (see below). Thus, we have estimated the Elder John’s year of birth to be the same as 

Elizabeth’s (1735).  

 

Elizabeth Moore, the Elder John’s wife:  Before the Genealogists began their research on this 

Moore family, I had pieced together enough information found in the federal census reports to 

develop a theory that the wife of the Elder John Moore was named Elizabeth. Her identification 

was facilitated by individuals being listed in all census reports in the same order as their homes 

were positioned in the community.  

 

My first clue came when I noticed that the Elder John Moore who had been listed as head of the 

household in a certain community in the 1790 census report was missing from that community in 

the 1800 report. But where his name was missing, the name of Elizabeth Moore appeared. She was 

listed two doors away from Henry Barnhill who had been listed right next door to the Elder John 

in the 1790 census.  

 

In the 1800 census, living between Elizabeth Moore and Henry Barnhill was Jesse Barnhill, who 

acquired the land from Caleb Moore in 1798 that Caleb inherited from his father the Elder John 

(see footnote 34). All this was strong evidence that Elizabeth was the Elder John’s widow.  

 

But more evidence came from information found in Judith Dupree Ellison’s Index and Abstracts 

of Deeds of Record of Pitt County, North Carolina.49 In this book was an abstract of a deed dated 

October 11, 1812 showing Elizabeth Moore as the grantee and a statement that Elizabeth is the 

widow of John Moore, dec., son of Wm. Moore. 50  The Genealogists reviewed this deed later and 

confirmed that Elizabeth Moore was the Elder John’s wife.  

 

Elizabeth’s name did not appear as the head of a household in the next two census reports and I 

was unable to determine where she was living when these censuses were taken. However, in the 

1830 Pitt County census report, an Elizabeth Moore was again shown as head of a household.  

 
49 Judy Dupree Ellison’s complete works for Pitt County are bound up in four volumes, each covering a specific time period.  
50 Pitt County, North Carolina Deed Book AA, page 381. 
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In that report, she was listed in the age range of 90 to 99. If we set her age at 95, the mid-point of 

the listed range, she would have been born in 1735, roughly the same year of birth calculated by 

us for the Elder John.  As to be expected, Elizabeth was missing from the 1840 census report, she 

logically having died before that census was taken.   

 

Who was Arthur Moore?  It is obvious that the Arthur Moore mentioned on page 14 was somehow 

related to the Elder John and his son Caleb, but how? We know that Thomas Moore who wrote 

the will in 1735 had a son named Arthur, and that he was still in his minority (under the age of 18) 

when the will was written, meaning he was born in 1718 or before.   

 

The date of the last land transaction by an Arthur Moore in Pitt County deed records was May 18, 

1790, when he sold 100 acres to Joab Tison 51 (this is the same Joab Tison who sold two tracts of 

land to the Elder John Moore). Assuming that Arthur, son of Thomas, was born in 1718 as 

described above, he would have been 72 years old in 1790. Thus, the age of this individual appears 

to be a very good match for Arthur, son of Thomas.    

  

There were two Arthur Moores listed in the 1790 census report for Pitt County, one with nine 

individuals in the household and the other with only one male and one female. It was obvious that 

the Arthur in the two-person household was the individual we were interested in.  

 

All things considered, it appears that this Arthur Moore was the son of Thomas Moore who wrote 

the will in 1735, and the brother of William Moore, the father of the ancestral John.  

 

Who was Moses Moore?  We turn now to the relationship between Caleb Moore and a Moses 

Moore, who was listed next to Caleb in the 1790 Pitt County federal census report. Genealogist 

Folks Huxford mentioned in his report on Caleb Moore (Volume II, page 208) that in 1822 Eunice 

Moore, Caleb’s widow, executed an affidavit in Wayne County, Georgia and this affidavit 

mentioned that the Pitt County, North Carolina estate of Caleb’s father, the Elder John Moore, was 

then in the hands of Moses Moore, Administrator. 52 

 

To determine with certainty that the Moses Moore living next to Caleb in 1790 was the 

administrator of the elder John’s estate, another Moses Moore living in the county at the time had 

to be eliminated if possible. Fortunately, information found on two Pitt County deeds resolved the 

matter.  

 

The first deed revealed that the other Moses Moore (who lived in a community other than Caleb’s) 

had died, leaving an estate that was divided among his children in 1808. 53  This Moses had a son 

named Moses Moore, Jr., but the second deed revealed that this Moses, Jr. had also died, leaving 

an estate that was divided among his children in 1815. 54 So, there was only one Moses Moore 

living in Pitt County in 1822 when Caleb’s widow signed her affidavit. 

 

 
51 Ibid, Deed Book N, page 114. 
52 Wayne County Georgia Deed Book B, page 278. 
53 Pitt County Deed Book R, page 295, dated March 10, 1807.  In this transaction, the heirs of Moses Moore, deceased, deeded part of  

    their inherited land to their brother Moses Moore, Jr., who also inherited land. 
54 Ibid, Deed Book T, page 293, November 11, 1815. Heirs of Moses Moore, Jr. deeded all of the deceased‘s land to James Buck, Jr., one of their  

     In-laws.                                                                   
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But there was another matter relating to the Moses Moore living next to Caleb in the 1790 census 

report that had to be resolved. That is, in the 1790 census report this Moses was listed simply as 

Moses Moore whereas the 1800 report listed a Moses Moore, Jr. To resolve the issue, I studied the 

census reports for 1790, 1800 and 1810 as to the number, age and sex of the individuals living in 

these three Moses Moore households to see how well they matched up.  

 

In the 1790 household, there were three males and three females. Among the males, there was one 

over the age of 16 (Moses) and two under the age of 16 (in the 1790 report, there were only two 

age categories for males and no breakdown at all for females).  

 

In the 1800 household, there was one male 9 to 15 years old, one 16 to 25 and one 26 to 44 (Moses). 

There was also one female under 10, one 10 to 15, one 16 to 25, and one 26 to 44 (most likely, 

Moses’s wife), and one 45 or older, totaling eight individuals for the 1800 report vs. six in 1790. 

One of the two additions in 1800 was due to the birth of one female since the last report. The other 

was due to the addition of a female over the age of 45. This individual may have been Moses’ or 

his wife’s mother, who had come to live with them in her old age.  

 

Living in the 1810 household was one male 45 or older (Moses), two females 16 to 25, and one 

female 45 or older. Given the ages of Moses’ sons in 1800, it would be normal for them to be out 

on their own by 1810. For the females it would, likewise, be normal for the one that was 16 to 25 

in 1800 to be out on her own by 1810. Also, the female that was 45 or older in the 1800 report may 

have married, died or moved elsewhere by 1810. Thus, the two females living in the household 

with Moses in 1810 most likely were his wife and their youngest daughter.  

 

With the numbers matching up this well, it seems almost a certainty that it was the same Moses 

Moore and his family living in all three households. The only question remaining is whether this 

Moses Moore was a Junior. To address this question, I looked at the ages of the individuals in the 

households. The children were roughly the same age as Caleb’s, so if this Moses Moore were not 

a Junior, in all probability he was Caleb’s brother.  

 

On the other hand, if this Moses Moore were a Junior, he could not have been Caleb’s brother 

because we know that Caleb’s father was named John, not Moses. Instead, he likely was Caleb’s 

cousin, and his father probably was Moses Moore, son of Thomas Moore of Princess Anne County, 

Virginia who wrote his will in 1735.   

 

Being unable to reach a firm conclusion as to whether this Moses Moore was a brother or cousin 

of Caleb’s, that question is left unanswered.    

 

We know that this Moses Moore died before November 12, 1829, for on that date a Cason Moore, 

one of his sons, was shown to be a co-executor of Moses’ estate.55  Thus, Moses, who was the 

designated administrator of the Elder John’s estate died before he was able to complete his 

responsibilities for that estate, since the Elder John’s widow, Elizabeth Moore, who had dower 

rights to the deceased Elder John’s property, was still living. (As previously mentioned, Elizabeth 

died after 1830.) 

 

 
55 Ibid, Deed Book CC, page 553. 
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Chapter 5   

 

 CALEB MOORE (1760-1821), SON OF THE ELDER JOHN MOORE 

 

Caleb Moore, son of the Elder John Moore, was born around 1760, according to Huxford. He 

probably was born in Pitt County, North Carolina where his father purchased property in 1763. 

Caleb would have been three or four years old then.   

 

Caleb married Eunice Brierly.56 In addition to Caleb and Eunice in the household when the 1790 

Pitt County census was taken were one male child under the age of 16 and two females with no 

breakdown of their ages. From later records we learned that the male child was John, born in 1790, 

and the two female children were Elizabeth, born in 1786 57 and Levicy, born around 1788.    

  

In 1798 Caleb sold all of his Pitt County property consisting of the two tracts of land he inherited 

from his father (see footnotes 34 and 37) and by 1800, he and his family had moved to the Barnwell 

District of South Carolina (see map on following page). The Elder John’s death in 1798 most likely 

triggered this move.  

 

In the 1800 Barnwell District census report, Caleb’s household contained nine individuals: one 

male and one female between the ages of 22 and 44 (Caleb and Eunice), four males and three 

females all under the age of 16. The power-of-attorney document executed by Eunice in 1822 

firmly established that she and Caleb had five children.58 The two “extras” obviously were the 

children of someone else.   

 

A review of courthouse records in the Barnwell District of South Carolina did not turn up any 

documents pertaining to Caleb Moore or “Calop More,” nor could anything else about him or his 

family be learned in my limited review of historical documents at the Barnwell public library. In 

view of this, my only option was to move on to Caleb and family’s next known location, which 

was Wayne County, Georgia. 

 

Wayne County was not ceded by the Creek Indian Nation to the State of Georgia until 1803. 

Following that, the land was surveyed and a lottery held before settlement was authorized. 

Included in the Wayne County lottery were the counties of Baldwin and Wilkinson, and only those 

who had lived in the state for at least one year prior to May 3, 1803 were eligible to participate.  

 

 

 

 

 
56 Her name was spelled “Eunicey” on the oldest record of her name to be found (Pitt County Deed Book P, page 73, executed in 1801). It was 

spelled “Unicy” only much later, in Georgia documents. Based on the way it was spelled at the earlier date, its proper spelling was probably 
“Eunice.” Thus, I have chosen to spell it that way in this document. As for the spelling of her last name, her mother’s last name was spelled 

“Brierly” in Pitt County’s 1800 census report. Further, several other Pitt County families with their name spelled “Brierly” were listed in the 

census reports but no “Brileys” were found. Clearly then, “Brierly” is the correct spelling of Eunice’s last name.  
57 Elizabeth reported her age as 64 in the 1850 census of Columbia County, Florida. 
58 Wayne County, Georgia Deed Book C, page 92. In this document the widow and heirs of Caleb Moore appointed an attorney to seek on their 

behalf all that was due them from the estate of Caleb’s father, John Moore, deceased, of Pitt County North Carolina.  Signing the document along 
with Eunice were Caleb and Eunice’s five children, or in case of the married females, their husbands. 
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A statewide list of about 24,000 eligible individuals was drawn up and Caleb’s name was not found 

on the list. So, it appears that it was at least 1805 before Caleb and family made their move to 

Wayne County, unless they moved into the area illegally.  

 

The earliest document of record to reveal that they were living in Wayne County was the marriage 

license issued there to Caleb and Eunice’s son John in 1811 (see footnote 81). Then there was 

another long stretch before the next sign of this family living in Wayne County appeared, and that 

was the 1820 census report.  

 

This report listed Eunice Moore as head-of- household (her age category was 45 and older) and it 

gave her occupation as “farming.” This strongly implied that Caleb died before the 1820 census 

was taken, even though his death was recorded in his son John’s Bible as April 3, 1821.   

 

Caleb’s death date recorded in son John’s Bible is not necessarily inconsistent with Caleb’s 

absence from the 1820 census. In the early days, when pioneering families lived far apart and their 

homes were difficult to find or reach, the census-taking often extended well into the following 

Barnwell District 
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year, with the census takers naturally inclined to report the facts in existence at the time. That is 

likely what happened here, with the 1820 census taker coming in 1821 after Caleb’s death. 

In the household with Eunice at the time of the 1820 census was a male between the ages of 26 

and 44 and a female between the ages of 16 and 25. This is believed to be Eunice and Caleb’s 

youngest son, William, and his wife. More about these two individuals later. 

  

At this point in my research, I came to an unanticipated conclusion: Caleb apparently purchased 

no farmland during his lifetime. There were records of his selling two properties in Pitt County, 

North Carolina, but these were inherited from his father, not purchased. 

 

   
1805 map of Georgia, the year the state held a lottery to determine who the owners of the surveyed 490-acre tracts 
of land would be. About two-thirds of Georgia was then still part of the Creek or Cherokee Indian Nations. 
 

Once that conclusion was reached, it became clear to me that Caleb was not a farmer, that he was 

a cattleman instead. Being a cattleman in early America did not require the ownership of land. Any 

land that was not fenced in was available for cattle grazing purposes to anyone without charge. 

But why did Caleb choose Wayne County, Georgia as a good place to be a cattleman?  

 

In Volume 1 of his book, “Georgia’s Landmarks, Memorials and Legends,” published in 1913, 

Lucian Lemar Knight said that the settlers in Wayne County were in the main very poor. They 

lived at long distances apart, raised cattle and sheep in a small way, and lived chiefly by means of 

the fishing tackle and shotgun.  

 

Since Wayne County obviously was not a county with rich soil for farming, it did not draw many 

settlers. That is evidenced by the fact that five years after the lottery winners were selected, the 

population of Wayne county was only 676, and it was 24 years after the lottery was held before a 

Wayne County 

GEORGIA  

SOUTH CAROLINA 

Savannah 
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site was selected for the county seat. Even after 

38 years, it still did not have a jail or a 

schoolhouse (it is no wonder, then, that Caleb’s 

children never learned to write.)59 In 1850, 45 

years after settlement had been authorized, the 

county’s population had only increased by 824, 

bringing the total number of residents to 1500.  
 

But if the soil in Wayne County was too poor 

for farming, it was ideally suited to produce 

beef cattle. The entire county was covered in 

longleaf pines and beneath those tall, stately 

pines grew nutritious grass. This grass, known 

as wiregrass, was so prevalent and grew so 

prolifically throughout southern Georgia and 

Alabama and northern Florida that this entire 

region of the United State was, and still is, 

commonly referred to as “wiregrass country.”   

 

The very first white men to occupy at least 

parts of wiregrass country did so even while it 

was still claimed as hunting grounds by Native 

Americans. They made their living by the 

fattening of cattle, patterning their operations 

after the Native Americans who followed their 

cattle wherever the animals chose to graze. In 

late summer or early fall, when the animals had 

fattened and that year’s crop of grass had 

grown tough and unpalatable, they drove their 

cattle to markets in the populated areas along 

the Georgia and Florida coasts. One of the 

largest markets accessible to cattlemen in 

southeast Georgia was St. Augustine, Florida, 

not far from the Georgia-Florida line.  

 

Therefore, Caleb’s selection of Wayne County, 

Georgia as a place to settle was a perfect fit for 

his occupation as a cattleman. With animal 

feed costing nothing, the small amount of labor 

required provided by family members and with thriving cattle markets within droving distance, 

there is every reason to believe that he and probably the rest of the early settlers in Wayne County 

were engaged in open-range cattle grazing.  

 
59 In the 1822 power-of-attorney document, Eunice and all her children signed with an x, as did the four siblings 

    who signed the power-of-attorney document in 1837.  

 

On Wayne County’s Courthouse square in Jesup, 
Georgia is this monument honoring those 
Revolutionary War Patriots who ultimately made 
Wayne County their home. Caleb Moore is one of 23 
names chiseled on the monument. 
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Add to that scene hogs fattened for home consumption on acorns and roots in the same woodland 

with no feed costs and practically no labor involved in fattening them, and we can conclude that 

Caleb and family had the means of not only  making a living, but even a comfortable one.  

 

That is, as comfortable as one could be in a sparsely settled wilderness with agitated Native 

Americans as neighbors. Their anger would be taken out on the settlers periodically until 1845, 

when the last Native American holdouts in wiregrass country were finally removed by the Federal 

Government to the southwestern part of the United States or took refuge in the Florida Everglades.    

 

Eunice Brierly, Caleb’s wife. Information that appeared on a Pitt County deed transaction dated 

November 9, 1802 suggests that Eunice’s father was a Knox, not a Brierly. The 150-acre property 

that made up the transaction apparently was the estate of a deceased Knox that was being sold by 

his heirs; namely: Josiah Knox, Isaac Knox, George Knox, Patton Knox, Bethea Knox and Eunice 

Brierly.60   

 

While the deed did not refer to the grantors as being heirs to the property or give the name of the 

individual who had owned the property, the fact that five of the six had the same surname logically 

leads to the conclusion that it was an estate and that the individual who had died and left the estate 

was a Knox.  

 

Eunice Brierly, then, apparently was one of Knox’s heirs. Therefore, it appears that Eunice’s 

mother, whom we learned was Bethea Brierly, probably was once married to this Knox (more 

about Bethea follows on the next page). In support of this supposition, one of the Knox heirs was 

named Bethea. Later census records showed that she was around the same age as Eunice. This 

suggests that this Bethea was named after her mother, Bethea, mother of Eunice, who may have 

been the mother of other Knox children as well.     

 

In 1822, while still living in Wayne County, Georgia, Eunice executed a power-of-attorney 

document authorizing my good friend Redic Nox [Reddick Knox] to seek all that was due her from 

the estate of “my mother, Bethea Briley, deceased, of North Carolina.” 61   

 

This is the latest information about Eunice that was found on any courthouse record. With both 

her husband Caleb and her mother Bethea now dead and all her children grown with families of 

their own, she seems to have vanished into thin air, leaving unknown her date of death and place 

of burial. 

 

To pin down Eunice’s age closer than the 45-and-above listing for her in the 1820 census report, 

we used the birth of her oldest child, Elizabeth, who was born in 1786 (see footnote 57). If we 

assume that Eunice was 16 when Elizabeth was born, not an unusual occurrence in early America, 

Eunice would have been born in 1770, ten years after Caleb’s birth.  

 

 

 

 
60 Pitt County, North Carolina Deed Book P, pages 73-74. 
61 Ibid, Deed Book C, p. 93, and “old Deed Book B,” p. 270. The newer record was a hand-copied version of the older one.  By carefully studying 

the difficult-to-read handwriting on both original documents, it became obvious that her name was Bethea, not “Bestus” as reported by some 

researchers.  
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Bethea Brierly, Eunice’s Mother. We now return to Eunice’s mother, Bethea Brierly. A Bethea 

Brierly is listed as the head of a household in the 1800 Pitt County census report. Living in the 

household was one male between 10 and 15 years old, one female under 10, two females 16 to 25, 

and one female over the age of 45 (Bethea). Apparently, Bethea was single at the time. 

 

The age gap between the children in this household and Eunice, who may have been around 30 

years old at the time, supports the proposition that Bethea was married twice, as explained on the 

previous page.     

 

On the assumption that Bethea was about 18 years old when she gave birth to Eunice, we estimated 

her birth year to be about 1747, in which case she would have been about 53 years old when the 

1800 census was taken. This conforms with the age bracket listed for her in that census. 

 

Based on the year that Eunice executed the power of attorney document, Bethea died around 1822, 

so if we estimated her year of birth correctly (1747), she lived to about the age of 75.   

 

Who were Chloe and Hannah Moore? Another Wayne County, Georgia power-of-attorney 

document, dated August 21, 1837, was executed by four of Caleb and Eunice’s five children, with 

Elizabeth being the exception. Why Elizabeth was not a signatory is not known.  

 

This document authorized Willoughby Cooper to receive on behalf of Benjamin Moore, William 

Moore, John Moore and Levicy Rutledge (apparently the last name of Levicy’s second husband), 

all that were due them as heirs of Caleb Moore from the Pitt County, North Carolina estate of Cloe 

[Chloe] and Hannah Moore.62  

 

Chloe and Hannah were obviously kin to Caleb, but how? With four females living in the 1790 

household of the Elder John and four females living in the 1800 household of the Elder John’s 

widow, Elizabeth, the chances are good that two of the individuals in these households were Chloe 

and Hannah. If that were the case, they most likely were the children of the Elder John and 

Elizabeth, and Caleb’s sisters. 

 

Then, in Pitt County’s 1820 census, a Chloe Moore was listed as the head of a household. She was 

living next door to Cason Moore, son of Moses Moore (the administrator of the Elder John’s 

estate), who was a witness to the sale of Caleb Moore’s property and apparently somehow related 

to him. Not far away was Jesse Barnhill, who in 1798 bought Caleb’s interest in property that he 

inherited from his father the Elder John Moore.  

 

In this 1820 household with Chloe Moore was one other female. Both were within the listed age 

range of 26 to 44. Then, in the 1830 census, a Hannah Moore was listed as head of household with 

a second female listed, both being within the listed age range of 50 to 69, a range that is compatible 

with the range given for the two living in the Chloe Moore household in 1820.  

 

It is likely, then, that these females were Chloe and Hannah Moore, and that they were the Elder 

John and Elizabeth’s children and Caleb’s sisters.  

 

 
62 Wayne County, Georgia Deed Book C, pages 188-189. 
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This brings to the fore the probability that the Elder John willed property to his two daughters, 

Chloe and Hannah, as he had done with son Caleb. Further, because the estates of Chloe and 

Hannah were undivided, the Elder John probably willed the property to the two of them subject to 

the dower rights of their mother Elizabeth, as was the case with Caleb. 

 

 In fact, the Elder John’s entire estate may have been left undivided among Chloe, Hannah and 

Caleb, with Caleb selling his interest to Jesse Barnhill when he moved away prior to 1800 (see 

footnotes 33 and 34).  

 

That brings another set of interesting circumstances to light. The Elder John’s widow Elizabeth 

was listed in the 1830 census report for Pitt County as being between the ages of 90 and 99 and 

was not listed in the 1840 report, apparently having died. Thus, it seems likely that the signing of 

the 1837 power-of-attorney document by Caleb’s children was triggered by the death of their 

grandmother Elizabeth instead of by their aunts Chloe and Hannah, who may have died earlier.  

 

So, it appears that Elizabeth not only outlived her husband the Elder John, but also all her children, 

with the property ultimately intended for them by the Elder John still under her control.   
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Chapter 6 

 
CALEB AND EUNICE’S CHILDREN 

 
As already noted, Caleb and Eunice had five children. Their years of birth as shown below were 

determined according to their ages shown on one or more census reports except for Levicy, whose 

age was given in the Camden County, Georgia census report as 60, meaning she was born in 1790, 

the same year as her brother John.  

 

We know from the 1790 census report for Pitt County that both of Caleb and Eunice’s daughters 

were born before that census was taken, meaning that Levicy might have been born in 1790 but 

we think it unlikely that John and Levicy were twins.  

 

There was a four-year gap between Elizabeth’s known birth year of 1786 and John’s of 1790. 

Therefore, it seemed logical to split the difference between these two birth years and assign a birth 

year of 1788 for Levicy.  The birth years of the five were then as follows:  

 

1. Elizabeth, born 1786, married William Raulerson. 

2. Levicy, born 1788 married first Thomas Nobles, second a Rutledge and third Noah Mizell. 

3. John, born 1790, married Nancy Osteen. 

4. Benjamin, born 1792, married Rebecca Sparkman. 

5. William, born 1797, name of wife unknown.  

 

The children will be discussed in the order of their birth except for John, who will be left to last. 

The reason for leaving John to last is that with my having descended from him the information I 

have about him and his children is, naturally, far more extensive than that of his siblings.  

  

Elizabeth Moore.  Born in 1786 (see footnote 57), Elizabeth married William Raulerson who was 

born in 1788.63 William was the son of John Raulerson, a Revolutionary Soldier who was born in 

Richland County, South Carolina, near present-day Columbia.  

 

By 1789, John Raulerson (also spelled Rollison) had moved his family to Effingham County, 

Georgia, a county just north of Savannah. By January 1801, the family had moved farther south to 

Glynn County, Georgia, a coastal county not far from the Georgia-Florida line. In 1803, the section 

of the county where the Raulerson family lived was split off and made a part of newly formed 

Wayne County.64   

 

In 1814, a Captain William Cone signed an affidavit to obtain the right for John Raulerson’s son 

William to vote.65 Captain Cone certified that he had known the mother who nursed William, that 

she was a “fair, white-skinned woman,” and that John Raulerson was said to be William’s father. 

William’s complexion must have raised the question as to whether he was of Native American 

ancestry, and at the time, Native Americans were ineligible to vote. 

 

 
63 William Raulerson’s age was listed as 62 in the 1850 census report for Columbia County, Florida. 
64 Huxford, Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia Vol. 9, pages 357- 358. 
65 This affidavit is on file in the Wayne County, Georgia courthouse.  
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Another indication that he was at least part Native American was his serving as a spy for his 

military unit during the War of 1812. Since his unit was stationed in Wayne County, adjacent to 

the Creek Indian Nation who largely sided with the British and a substantial distance from any 

British unit, his spying was, in all probability, carried out against the Creek Indians.  

 

As to Elizabeth’s heritage, one of her descendants, Virgil Raulerson, now deceased, referred me 

to a published article that raised the possibility of Elizabeth having some Native American 

ancestry, too. The article appeared in a publication of the Charlton County, Georgia Historical 

Commission titled Charlton County, Georgia Historical Notes, 1972. I found a copy in the 

Charlton County public library. Its contents included a history of the Raulersons who had lived in 

the county. The pertinent part of that history is quoted below. 

 

The history of the Raulerson family in Charlton County, Georgia and Baker County, Florida goes 

back to William Raulerson, ‘Uncle Billy,’ who was born in 1779. He married Battie Moore, a half 

Indian, and came to this section about 1814. He had two daughters: Fannie, who married an 

Albritton, and Isabel, who married Jesse Johns. He had a son, Westberry Raulerson, who settled 

just across the river, and from the marriage of Westberry and Elizabeth Canaday descended the 

numerous Raulersons since that early date. 

 

It should be noted that there is a nine-year difference between the year of birth for William 

Raulerson, given here as 1779, and that reported in the 1850 census (1788) of Columbia County, 

Florida. Also, the year of William Raulerson’s arrival in that part of Georgia was probably 1801, 

when his father is reported to have arrived, instead of 1814 as mentioned in the article (see footnote 

66).  

 

If this “Battie” Moore and Elizabeth Moore, daughter of Caleb and Eunice Moore, were in fact 

one and the same, and if “Battie” were in fact “half Indian,” either Caleb or Eunice would have 

been full Native American, or both of them half Native American. Elizabeth’s four siblings would 

also have been half Native American, unless one or both of Elizabeth’s parents were not the same 

as those of the other children.  

 

We know that Caleb was the father of Elizabeth, as proof is contained in a power-of-attorney 

document executed on October 7, 1822 in Wayne County, Georgia.66  In this document, the “lawful 

heirs” of Caleb Moore, deceased, appointed an attorney to seek on their behalf all that was due 

them from the estate of Caleb’s father, John Moore, deceased, of Pitt County, North Carolina.  

 

Signing this document were Eunice Moore, Caleb’s widow, and their five children as follows: 

Benjamin Moore, William Moore, John Moore, William Raulerson for his wife Elizabeth Moore 

and Thomas Nobles for his wife Levicy Moore. All signed with an “x”.  

 

This document makes clear not only that Elizabeth was the daughter of Caleb but also the wife of 

William Raulerson. It also establishes Caleb’s father as John Moore (the Elder John) of Pitt 

County, North Carolina. Through documentation mentioned earlier, we know that Caleb’s mother 

was named Elizabeth. 

 

 
66 Wayne County, Georgia Deed Book C, page 92. 
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Further, the Genealogists established that Caleb Moore’s paternal grandfather was William Moore, 

who was born in the Norfolk area of Virginia. In addition, Caleb’s deep paternal ancestry was 

identified as non-Native American. Amazingly, this was learned by examining the DNA of a 

living, direct male descendant, namely this author.   

 

This was made possible because the DNA coding on the male’s sex-determining chromosome, or 

YDNA for short, is passed down from father to son to son, etc. unchanged for thousands of years 

except for rare mutations; that is, errors made by the DNA in reproducing itself. 

 

But this raw YDNA code would have no meaning without the herculean efforts of scientists who 

have successfully tied specific YDNA coding to specific ancestral groups as they spread out 

around the world. As a result, DNA experts can take a sample of a living male’s YDNA and know 

to which of these ancestral groups he belongs.   

 

I arranged in 2012 to have my YDNA tested by the well-established genealogy testing firm known 

as Family Tree DNA. By examining my YDNA, the experts at that firm were able to tell that my 

and Caleb’s ancestors were part of a group that, upon departing Africa, migrated slowly northward 

into what is now Europe, except for a trace (2%) that settled in the Middle East.  

 

The greater part of this European group (82%), including Caleb’s and my ancestors, ultimately 

settled in what are now the British Isles and Scandinavia. Obviously, there was no Native 

American ancestry in this group. 

 

Later, I learned of another test that might provide a more precise geographical location of Caleb’s 

and my European ancestors. The testing firm, Family Tree DNA, called this test “Walk through 

the Y,” that was designed to identify the mutation(s), if any, in the individual’s YDNA. In turn, 

that mutation could be used to match it with others who have the identical mutation and thereby 

learn the ancestral grouping from which this mutation came.     

 

I ordered the test and two mutations were detected. One of the firm’s knowledgeable volunteers, 

known as administrators, said they were already aware of one of the mutations. He went on to say 

that the ancestral origins of the individuals testing positive for this mutation centered on Ireland 

with significant numbers also falling in the surrounding countries of Scotland, Wales and England.  

 

The mutation was labeled R-L1336 and placed on the proper branch of the proper limb of the giant 

tree chart of all ancestral groups. The other mutation was heretofore unknown. It was given the 

label R-L1337. The word about this freshly identified mutation spread among the individuals who 

had tested positive for R-1336 and some of them requested to be tested for R-L1337. 

 

It took two or three years for a sufficient number of individuals testing positive for this mutation 

before the firm’s volunteers were able to confidently declare that the individuals testing positive 

for R-1337, including Caleb and me, were the direct paternal descendants of Irish ancestors.  

  

Unfortunately, we know nothing about Caleb’s maternal ancestors, nor is there a way to find out 

through DNA testing, at least not yet. But we did learn by establishing Caleb’s paternal ancestry 

as strictly European that his ancestry could be no more than half Native American. 
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As for Elizabeth’s mother Eunice, we know that her mother was Bethea Brierly, and that her father 

was apparently a Knox, meaning that Bethea had previously been married to this Knox or that 

Eunice was born out of wedlock. Nothing is known about Bethea’s or the Knox’s ancestry.  

 

There is a way, however, of learning the DNA of Elizabeth, her mother Eunice and her 

grandmother Bethea, all in one fell swoop. Just as the male’s YDNA is passed down from father 

to son to son unchanged for thousands of years except for the occasional mutations, a female’s 

mitochondrial DNA, or mtDNA for short, is passed down from mother to daughter to daughter, 

unchanged for thousands of years, too, except for the occasional mutation.  

 

Unfortunately, as of now, no direct female descendant of these three has been identified. Efforts 

have been made but to no avail thus far. Testing a direct female descendant of Elizabeth’s sister, 

Levicy, would serve equally well. Let us hope that a descendant of one or the other will eventually 

step forward, and that the results will be shared with other interested descendants of common 

ancestry.    

 

Just as with Caleb’s maternal side, there is no way at present to test for Eunice’s ancestral origins 

on her paternal side. But it should be mentioned that there is a DNA test called autosomal testing 

that can determine one’s ancestral origins on both the male and female side simultaneously. 

However, it is only effective for the most recent generations and even then, its effectiveness rapidly 

declines as the number of generations rise. Caleb and Eunice are too distant for this test to be of 

any value by testing present generations.   

 

The bottom line on all this research and DNA testing for Native American heritage on both the 

Moore and Raulerson side of the family is this: there is plenty of unaccounted-for ancestry on both 

sides where Native American heritage may lie, still yet to be detected.  

 

William and Elizabeth Raulerson had seven children. Listed below are their names, years of birth 

and to whom they were married. 67 

 

1. Elizabeth, born 1812, never married.  

2. William, born 1815, marital status unknown. 

3. Emily, born 1816, married Stephen Hull. 

4. Westberry “Wes,” born 1819, married Elizabeth Canady.  

5. Frances “Fannie,” born 1820, married James Albritton. 

6. Jacob, born 1823, married Dora Ann ______. 

7. Isabel, born 1824, married Jesse Johns.  

 

William and Elizabeth Raulerson were members of High Bluff Baptist Church, which was in an 

area of Wayne County, Georgia that later became Brantley County. Elizabeth’s brother, John, was 

also a member of this same church. In 1825, soon after their last child was born, Elizabeth and 

William ended their membership there. 68 

 
67 Years of birth were based on their ages listed in the following census reports: 1840 census report for Columbia County Florida: Elizabeth 28, 

William 25 and Fannie 20; 1850 census report for Columbia County, Florida: Westberry 31, Isabel 26  and Jacob 27; 1860 census report for 
Hillsborough County, Florida: Emily Hull, 44. 

68 Huxford, Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia, Vol. 5, pp. 356-357. 
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William was a Georgia militiaman during the War of 1812. He and two of Elizabeth’s brothers, 

John and Benjamin, were members of the same militia unit, the 74th Battalion, which was 

headquartered in Wayne County. Some militia records show William serving as a mounted spy.69  

 

Sometime before 1830, William and Elizabeth and two of Elizabeth’s brothers, William and 

Benjamin, moved into the Florida territory (long before it became a state) and set up residence in 

Alachua County, which adjoined the Georgia state line at the time. The 1830 census report for 

Alachua County shows William and Elizabeth and Elizabeth’s brother William living just three 

houses apart.  

 

They settled on the “north prong” of the St. Mary’s River70 (see map on following page). The river 

serves as the boundary line between Georgia and Florida in this area and the left side of the “U” 

formed by the river is referred to as the north prong. Here the three families lived in ever-present 

danger of attack by the Seminole Indians.  

 

A little background on the Seminoles.71 Around the early 1700’s, splinter groups from a number 

of Native American tribes began drifting into southern Georgia and northern Florida. Without 

much in common but geography, they hunted, fished, farmed and produced livestock. By 1750 

small villages had arisen that were linked by well-traveled paths and intermarriage. Their numbers 

were expanded in the late 1700’s and early 1800’s by other Native Americans, mostly Creeks, who 

had ceded their lands in Georgia and Alabama.  

 

Eventually the Spanish in Florida began referring to all Native Americans who settled in the above 

described area as “Seminoles.” The original word was “cimarrone,” the Spanish word for “rebel,” 

or “outlaw.” These “illegal immigrants” were tolerated by the Spanish, who looked upon them as 

a shield or buffer against the more aggressive white man who had his eye on the Spanish territory 

of Florida.  

 

In the early 1800’s, a few white settlers inevitably began pushing their way across the Georgia-

Florida border into Spanish Florida, and the relationship between the Seminoles and white settlers 

went from uneasy to hostile. A splinter group of Seminoles sought revenge against the 

encroachment by periodically attacking the settlers, usually one family at a time. The attackers 

often hid out in the Okefenokee Swamp (see map on following page) before and after the attack.  

 

To protect the settlers, the U.S. Government built a series of small forts around the edges of the 

huge Okefenokee swamp, each one manned with just a handful of soldiers. One of these forts, Fort 

Moniac, was built on the north prong of the St. Mary’s River, near where the Raulersons, Moores 

and other families had settled.  

 

On August 19, 1839, “between sunset and dark,” some of these settlers were attacked by about 65 

Seminoles. Several homes were burned and several of the occupants killed. One of those killed 

was Sarah Dukes Raulerson, wife of Nimrod Raulerson who was William Raulerson’s brother.72  

 

 
69 Georgia Military Records, Vol. 1, 1779-1839, Georgia Department of Archives and History. 
70 The Baker County Press, November 9, 1978. 
71 The New Georgia Encyclopedia. Internet-based, it is sponsored by the State of Georgia, Univ. of Ga., and others. 
72 Huxford, Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia, Vol. 9, p. 362. 
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    Current map of southeast Georgia and northeast Florida where Caleb and Eunice and all their children settled.  

 

When the attack came, Nimrod was over playing cards with the soldiers at Fort Moniac. His wife 

Sarah and all their children were at home. Sarah was killed and the house set afire, but the children 

were spared. Sarah was either in the house when killed or her dead body was placed in the house 

before the fire was set. Nimrod dashed home to find her charred remains in the ashes. She had 

predicted to her husband a number of times that “one day you will come home to find me dead at 

the hands of Indians.”73 

 

On February 2, 1843, two years before Florida became a state, William Raulerson received 

authorization from the U. S. Federal Government to operate a ferry across the north prong of the 

St. Mary’s River, near his and Elizabeth’s home. The landing on the Florida side of the river and 

the community of homes surrounding it became known far and wide as Raulerson’s Landing. 

Years later, Raulerson’s Landing was renamed Baxter, which still exists today (see map on 

previous page). 

 

Just across the St. Mary’s River is the small community of Moniac (not shown on map). The fort 

erected by the U.S. Government near there was apparently named after this settlement, or vice 

versa. Raulerson’s ferry crossing is now a bridge, part of the highway that crosses the river there.  

 
73 Historical features in The Baker County (Florida) Press, November 9, 1978 and August 3, 1980.   
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On the west or Florida side of the river, it is named Florida State Highway 2, and on the east or 

Georgia side, Georgia State Highway 94.   

 

The 1850 census found William and Elizabeth still living in what had become Columbia County, 

Florida, later to be named New River County and finally, Baker County. Living next door to 

William and Elizabeth was their oldest child, Elizabeth. William died there in 1858 at the age of 

70 and was buried close by in North Prong Cemetery. 

 

Elizabeth was still living in that area at the time of the 1860 census. Sometime after that, she moved 

in with her daughter, Emily Raulerson Hull, who was then living in Lakeland, Florida. Elizabeth 

died there on October 6, 1867 at the age of 81. Her brother John, a long-time resident of Lowndes 

County, Georgia, would die 75 days later. Elizabeth was buried at Gapway Cemetery in Lakeland, 

Florida, the burial grounds of the Hull family. 

 

Levicy Moore.  Levicy was also known as “Lovey” and “Levina.” This, plus the fact that one of 

her granddaughters was named “Levinia,” suggest that Levicy’s real name was “Levinia.” This 

parallels her sister’s name variations of “Eunicy” and “Unicy” and probably a real name of Eunice. 

 

Levicy’s name was first found on an 1822 Wayne County affidavit signed by Eunice and all five 

children (see footnote 52). Levicy was referred to in the document as Levicy Nobles. Signing the 

document on her behalf was Thomas Nobles, obviously her husband.  

 

With that information in hand, I then backtracked to the 1820 census for Wayne County and found 

a Thomas Nobles listed as the head of a household. His age was given as 45 or older, which would 

place his year of birth in 1775 or before. In the household with him were four males and five 

females. Two of the males were under the age of 10 and two were 10 to 15 years old. Four of the 

females were under the age of 10 and the fifth was between the ages of 26 and 44, the oldest one, 

no doubt, being Levicy.  

 

The Thomas Nobles’ household was not found in the next (1830) census report for Wayne County, 

or in any of the reports for surrounding counties. Thomas would have been at least 55 years old in 

1830, possibly much older, and since Levicy was remarried by no later than 1837 (see following 

paragraph), Thomas may have died before the 1830 census was taken.    

 

The next time Levicy’s name appeared on a document was in 1837 when she, along with three of 

her siblings signed an affidavit certifying that they were the legal heirs of Caleb Moore (see 

footnote 62). This time, Levicy signed the document (or, more accurately, placed her “x”) as 

Levicy Rutledge.74 Obviously, Levicy had remarried. Lacking a first name for Mr. Rutledge, I was 

unable to find out anything else about him.   

 

Levicy married a third time. Huxford reports in his Volume 1, page 186 that Noah Mizell, born 

1800, married Lovey Nobles on February 5, 1846. Huxford’s information was verified in the 1850 

census report for Camden County, Georgia, where there was a listing for Noah Mizell, age 50, and 

right under his name is the name Lovina Mizell, age 60.  

 
74 Caleb and Eunice and all their children were unable to write. Their documents were signed with an “x” mark.  
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That same year (1850), listed as the head of the household in the census report for Alachua County, 

Florida was a Nathaniel Nobles with a child named Levinia. Nathaniel was listed as age 40 and 

born in Georgia. There was a female named Celia Nobles, age 36, and six other children besides 

Levinia in the household.  

 

Nathaniel’s listing of age 40 puts his year of birth in 1810. According to the 1820 census report 

for Wayne County, Georgia, Thomas and Levicy Moore Nobles had two sons born between 1805 

and 1810, and two between 1810 and 1820, so this Nathaniel Nobles would fit within these age 

ranges. Further, with a child named Levinia in this household, there is no doubt that this Nathaniel 

Nobles was the son of Thomas and Levicy Moore Nobles.  

 

Benjamin Moore. The earliest document found bearing Benjamin Moore’s name referred to his 

duty as a militiaman during the War of 1812.75 His unit, the 74th Georgia Battalion, was 

headquartered in Wayne County. His name appears on a roster of soldiers in this battalion who 

were called up for duty during the month of December 1813. Listed on the duty roster next to 

Benjamin was his brother, John.  

 

Benjamin’s name was next found on A compilation of marriages in Camden County, Georgia 

through 1865, by Nancy Gay Crawford. In this compilation, Benjamin Moore was listed as 

marrying Rebecca Sparkman on March 8, 1814 (a later census report shows that Rebecca was from 

North Carolina).  

 

In 1830, we found Benjamin, Rebecca and their children living in Alachua County, Florida, the 

same county in which Benjamin’s brother, William, and his sister, Elizabeth, were living. 

Apparently, Benjamin and his family did not live in the same area of the county as his siblings, 

because when the northern half of the county was later split off to become Columbia County, 

Benjamin’s siblings became residents of Columbia County whereas Benjamin and his family 

continued to reside in Alachua County.   

 

In that 1830 census report, both Benjamin and Rebecca were listed as being between the ages of 

30 and 39, meaning that they were born between 1791 and 1800. In the household with them were 

six children: one male and one female age 5 or younger, one male 6 to 10, two males 11 to 15 and 

one female 11 to 15.   

 

Benjamin’s name was next found in an 1834 Wayne County, Georgia “Land Court” document 

dated December 2, 1834.76 The Land Court met on that date in the Wayne County courthouse and 

“preceded to business,” granting 1,000 acres each to 40 individuals or couples. Benjamin Moore 

was one of the named recipients.  

 

The court met several other times and granted land to other individuals. Its recorded actions gave 

no other information, such as the legal basis for the land grants, how the grantees were selected, a 

description of the property or its location. These land grants may have been land never claimed by 

winners of the 1803 land lottery, or land that had been claimed and later deserted.  

 

 
75 Georgia Dept. of Archives and History, Georgia Military Records, Vol. 1, 1779-1839. 
76 Wayne County, Georgia Old Record Book D, p. 324. 
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As mentioned earlier, Wayne County had a difficult time attracting settlers. There is also a good 

possibility that Benjamin never claimed his land either, because no evidence was found of his 

establishing a residence in Georgia after moving to Florida.  

 

If Benjamin and family did in fact return to Georgia to live for a while, there would have been 

good cause for them do so, because the Seminole Indians had dramatically escalated their attacks 

on white settlers living along the Georgia-Florida line. But if they did leave, they were back in 

Alachua County, Florida in time to be included in the 1840 census.  

 

Benjamin’s name next appeared on a document in 1837 when he, along with three of his siblings, 

signed an affidavit certifying that they were the legal heirs of Caleb Moore (see footnote 62).  

 

Benjamin’s household in the 1840 census report for Alachua County, Florida matches up with the 

1830 report for this family in numbers and ages, except the female who was between the ages of 

11 and 15 in the 1830 report was missing in the 1840 report. It is reasonable to assume that she 

was out on her own by 1840.  

 

Living right next door to Benjamin and family was a Z. Sparkman, male, age 60 to 70 years old. 

Mr. Sparkman was most likely the father of Rebecca Sparkman, Benjamin’s wife. There were 

others in the household with Mr. Sparkman, all of them 20 or more years younger than he. He was 

apparently living with one of his children and living next to another (Benjamin’s wife). Close by 

were two other Sparkman families, probably other children of his, and their families.   

 

On January 29, 1848, Benjamin and Rebecca’s daughter, Elizabeth, married Stephen Dampier, 

who was born in Chatham County, Georgia.77 Stephen and Elizabeth were listed in the 1850 census 

report for Alachua County, Florida. Stephen was listed as a farmer and his age was given as 26. 

Elizabeth was listed as age 21 and from South Carolina. Three children were in the household 

(there would eventually be 11). Residing in the household with Elizabeth and family was 

Elizabeth’s mother and Benjamin’s wife, Rebecca Moore, apparently now a widow. Her age was 

listed as 58.  

 

Concerning Benjamin’s year of birth, based on the census reports of 1830 and 1840 for Alachua 

County, Florida, he was born between 1791 and 1800. The 1850 census report for Alachua County 

places Rebecca’s birth in 1792. Based on this information, I have estimated Benjamin’s year of 

birth to be 1792, the same as his wife’s. If that birth year is correct, Benjamin died at age 58 or 

younger (Benjamin’s father, Caleb, died when he was only about 56). 

 

William Moore. The earliest information found on William is contained in an affidavit executed 

on October 7, 1822 in Wayne County, Georgia (see footnote 66). In that document, William, his 

siblings and their mother, Eunice, all certified as lawful heirs of Caleb Moore.  

 

In the Alachua County, Florida 1830 census report, William was found living practically next door 

to his sister, Elizabeth Moore Raulerson. His age bracket was between 20 and 30. William’s wife 

was also listed as between the ages of 20 and 30. In the household with William and his wife were 

one male 6 to 10 years old, one female 5 or under and one female 6 to 10.  

 
77 Huxford, Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia, Vol. 8, p. 77. 
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In 1837, William and three of his siblings again certified as being lawful heirs of Caleb (see 

footnote 62). Where William and his family’s whereabouts were at the time of the 1840 census is 

unknown. It is likely that the sharp escalation of Seminole attacks along the Georgia-Florida border 

that began in 1835 drove them back into Georgia, where he was found at the time of the 1850 

census.   

 

His location in the 1850 report was Camden County, Georgia (see map on page 31), a county that 

then adjoined Wayne County. He reported that he was 53 years old, with his occupation being 

“Farmer.”  

 

This would place his year of birth in 1797.  In the household with William were three males: Calab, 

6 (Caleb misspelled by the census taker?), Jasper, 4, and Stephen, 2. There were also two females: 

Betsy, 25, and Luda, 10.  Betsy was probably William’s daughter, and all the young children were 

probably hers. William’s wife probably had died, and perhaps Betsy’s husband, too.   

 

Just the name “Calab” in this household brings certainty to this William being Caleb’s and 

Eunice’s son. And with age 53 for William in this household corresponding with the age-range 

listed for the male in Eunice’s 1820 household, all doubt is erased that this, too, was William.         

 
John Moore.  Born in Pitt County, North Carolina on August 22, 1790,78 John Moore was Caleb 

and Eunice’s third child.  

 

He entered this world during the very birth of our great nation. Just nine years before he was born, 

British forces surrendered at Yorktown, bringing the American Revolution to a close. Just two 

years prior to his birth, our constitution was adopted and the following year the U.S. Government 

officially started operations. That same year, the Bill of Rights was enacted and George 

Washington became the first President of the United States. The year he was born, the Colony of 

Virginia became the State of Virginia.  

 

That same year (1790), the first federal census was taken and there were fewer than 4 million 

citizens in the entire Nation, fewer than are currently found (2020) in the metropolitan area of 

Atlanta, Georgia. (On the other hand, at the time of John’s birth there were already 470 Moores 

living in Pitt County, North Carolina alone!)79  The year following his birth (1791), President 

George Washington was delegated the authority by the U.S. Congress to select the exact spot along 

the Potomac River where the new capital would be located.  

  

As previously mentioned, John and his parents and four siblings moved from Pitt County, North 

Carolina down to the Barnwell District of South Carolina, in time to be counted there in the 1800 

census. At an unknown time during the following decade, the family moved on down to Wayne 

County, Georgia where John probably met Nancy Osteen. Nancy was the daughter of John and 

Ada Weeks who grew up together in Carteret County, North Carolina and were married there 

around 1787.  

 
78 Ibid, Volume 3, pages 217-18. 
79 State Census of North Carolina, 1784-1787. 
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By 1795 the couple had moved to the Beaufort District of South Carolina where their daughter 

Nancy was born the following year.80  Before November 28, 1811, they had moved on down to 

Wayne County, Georgia, for on that date John Moore and Nancy Osteen were married there.81 

 

When the War of 1812 broke out, John joined the 74th Battalion of the Georgia Militia, which was 

headquartered in Wayne County. His name appears on a roster of soldiers in the 74th Battalion 

called up to duty during the month of December 1813. Listed on the duty roster next to him was 

his brother, Benjamin. They were in a unit of mounted scouts, commanded by a Captain Walker.82  

 

The document shows that each man under Captain Walker, including John and Benjamin, had 

performed services for five days, beginning on December 10, 1813. The document also shows that 

each man had drawn five rations for himself and five for his horse.  

 

Where this unit conducted its scouting activities was not given, but in all probability, it was right 

there in Wayne County which then shared its western boundary with the Creek Indian Nation. The 

Creeks were being courted by the British to join their side in the Revolutionary War, so this militia 

unit’s primary objective was most likely to keep an eye on the Creeks.  

 

John’s name is also on a roll of militiamen detached for duty at Camp Wayne, Georgia “on the 

frontier of Wayne County” for the period December 7, 1814 to January 15, 1815. On this 

document, he held the rank of corporal. Appearing on this same document was his brother-in-law, 

William Raulerson, who was listed as one of nine “mounted spies.”   

 

John and Nancy’s first child, Phoebe, was born in 1812. Leonard was born in 1814, Allen in 1815 

and Ransom in 1817.  

 

Their fifth child, Westberry, was born in 1819. It is interesting to note that John’s sister Elizabeth 

and William Raulerson also named one of their sons Westberry, and that both these Westbury’s 

were born the same year. It causes one to wonder if there really were two Westberrys. I found no 

mention of the Westberry name among the records relating to John and Eunice’s family, other than 

Huxford’s one listing of John and Nancy’s entire family.  

 

On March 10, 1818, an article appeared in the Savannah Republican about a conflict in which John 

and some of his relatives were central figures. That article is quoted below. 

 

Immediately after the murder of Dykes family, in Wayne County, most of the inhabitants exposed 

to Indian depredation removed to thickly peopled settlements for safety. Six men who neglected to 

follow this prudent example, associated themselves for mutual safety in one house, about fourteen 

miles below the bridge on the Great Satilla. On the 14 ult [the preceding month], five of them went 

out for the purpose of calling up some swine, but they had not got out of sight of the house before 

an ambuscade of Indians fired on, and killed four of them, Joseph Stafford and three brothers 

named Osteen. John Moore escaped to the house, which the savages had fortunately, not the 

courage to assail; otherwise every soul must have been destroyed. 

 
80 Huxford, Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia, Vol. 11, pages 515-516. 
81 As recorded in the family Bible of John Moore, son of Caleb. 
82 Georgia Military Records, Vol. 1, 1779-1839, Georgia Department of Archives and History. 
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The three Osteens killed in that attack were undoubtedly related to John’s wife, Nancy Osteen, 

possibly her brothers. Long before I knew of this article, a distant relative told me a story that 

obviously was based on this incident.  In addition to learning the gist of what was in the article, I 

was told that John’s swift running left his attackers so far behind that they became discouraged 

and turned around, and because John had outrun the renowned swift-footed Indians, he soon 

acquired from his acquaintances the moniker, “Indian John.” 

 

According to Huxford, John’s family moved to Ware County in 1817.83 However, it is unlikely 

that the move came this early for the following reasons: (1) the Wayne County Indian incident 

occurred in March of 1818; (2) Ware County was not surveyed and divided into lots until 1820; 

(3) John was baptized and became a member of the High Bluff Baptist Church in Wayne County 

in 1820;84 and (4) John was a delegate of that same church to the Piedmont Association in 1822.85  

 

In any event, according to Huxford, in 1822 John and family moved from Kettle Creek in Ware 

County, Georgia to Florida for a two-year sojourn before returning to Kettle Creek.86  

 

What prompted John and his family to leave Florida is not known. It may have been due to the 

increased risk of attack by the Seminoles. It had only been four years since General Andrew 

Jackson had attempted to clear the Seminoles from the Georgia-Florida-Alabama border and he 

had been only partially successful in doing so.87 

 

Malinda, John and Nancy’s sixth child, was born that same year (1822).  

 

Upon returning from Florida, John and family re-settled in Ware County by a stream to become 

known as Kettle Creek (see map on page 31). But moving to Kettle Creek did not improve their 

safety all that much, for the Seminoles were conducting raids on all four sides of the Okefenokee 

Swamp, not just the southern side which was right on the Georgia-Florida line.  

 

As an indication of just how dangerous it was to live at Kettle Creek, one of the government’s 

small forts that encircled the Okefenokee to offer the settlers some degree of protection was located 

right there in the Kettle Creek settlement. The last attack on the northern side did not come until 

1838, and it was within 3 miles of Kettle Creek.88  

 

Kettle Creek Baptist Church was erected around 1823, and John and Nancy became founding 

members.89 The cemetery associated with the church is still active today. It fronts on Carswell 

Avenue (Ga. Highway 122) just east of where that road crosses U.S. Highway 82. Kettle Creek 

flows under Carswell Avenue nearby. 

 

 
83 Huxford, Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia, Vol. 3, pages 217-218. 
84 Ibid. 
85 Ibid. 
86 Ibid. 
87 Ibid. 
88 Georgia State Archives. Letter dated July 25, 1838 to Governor George R. Gilmer from Colonel Thomas  

    Hilliard in which the attack was described.  
89 Huxford, Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia, Vol. 3, pp. 217-218. 
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The northwestern edge of the huge Okefenokee Swamp lay about 15 miles to the south of the 

Kettle Creek community. A larger community called Waresboro would soon develop about three 

miles to the northwest, and later, a railroad town called Waycross would spring up about three 

miles to the southeast. 

 

John and Nancy’s seventh child, Easter, was born in 1823 and in 1825, their eighth child, Nancy, 

was born.  

 

Laura Singleton Walker, in her History of Ware County published in 1934, said: Among the first 

settlers [in Ware County] may be included: William Smith, William Dryden, James Fulwood, John 

Williams, James Sweat, John Moor, …” [more than a dozen other names were also listed]. Mrs. 

Walker goes on to say: Few of them were people of large means, but they were industrious, pious, 

and thrifty. Life in this primitive settlement was quite simple.  

 

The farmer raised about all that was needed in the way of provision for family use, such as rice, 

corn, potatoes, sugar cane, cows and hogs. Many of the first families lived on large land lots, 

remote from one another, and made no other effort than to live comfortably, and in an independent 

way. For years they only raised family supplies, spun and wove their clothing, handling but little 

currency.  

 

In those days, it was difficult to go to market, because of bad roads, and not daring to leave their 

families unprotected at home for fear of an Indian raid. They went once a year to Trader’s Hill, 

Center Village, or Coleraine, finding little trouble in securing all needful clothing, some salt, 

calico, cotton and woolen cards, and nails. This was about the extent of their purchases. [These 

were trading posts on the St. Mary’s River. See map on page 31] 

 

They always had something to sell. The hides, beeswax, tallow, syrup, chickens, bacon and eggs 

kept them from ever discussing hard times. They sold at the trading posts fat hens for $1.50 per 

dozen [yes, per dozen], eggs for 10 cents and 12 ½ cents a dozen, fine beef was furnished at 3 cents 

a pound, and fresh pork and bacon at 6 cents per pound. The houses were of logs, built by the 

home seekers themselves; while not very attractive, they were comfortable. 

 

The first deed of record for John Moore in Ware County was dated December 4, 1826, when he 

paid $10 to William Lord of Wilkinson County for lot 154 of District 8. 90  It was a 490-acre tract 

and Kettle Creek ran through it. John kept the land less than a year, selling it on September 23, 

1827 to Absalom Cossy (Causey?) for $50, a 500% profit. 91 

 

The year that John sold this property (1827), Levi was born. David was born in 1828.  

 

John and his family moved again in 1828 or 1829, this time to Lowndes County, Georgia 92 (see 

map on page 31). By then, John and Nancy had 10 children, ranging in age from just born to 17. 

Yet, Nancy was only 33 and John 39, and there were eight children yet to be born.  

 
90 Ware County re-recorded deed, book G, page 729. 
91 Ibid, p. 730. 
92 Huxford, Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia, Vol. 3, pages 217-218. 
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About the time that John was making his move to Lowndes County, three of his siblings (Elizabeth, 

Benjamin and William), were moving south of the Georgia border into the territory of Florida. 

 

Exactly where John and family first lived in Lowndes County is not clear, only that it was “near 

the head of Cherry Creek.”93 The head of Cherry Creek is very close to where the family eventually 

settled, and the two places may be the same, with John possibly renting the land (and maybe the 

house too) until he bought it in 1833.  In 1830, Ransom, their fourth child, died. He was only 13. 

That same year, Cassie was born, followed by John, Jr. in 1832.  

 

In 1833 John bought his first tract of Lowndes County farmland: Lot 239, consisting of 495 acres.94 

The intersection of present-day Knights Academy Road and U.S. Highway 221/Georgia Highway 

31 roughly marks the northeastern corner of this tract. (In the office of the Clerk of Court at the 

Lowndes County Courthouse, there is a county map with an overlay of the location of the originally 

surveyed land lots. By looking at this map, one can tell exactly where each lot is relative to the 

roads in existence today).95  

 

Even though John arrived just four years after Lowndes County was founded, he was not the first 

to own Lot 239, or any of the other lots he would later own.  Whether he moved into an existing 

house or whether he built it himself is not known. At the least, though,  he must have added a wing 

at some point to accommodate his large family. In any event, the log house into which he and his 

family moved became his and Nancy’s residence for the remainder of their lives.  

 

He had the property resurveyed in 1844. The survey plat shows a road running diagonally through 

the very center of the property, from the southwestern to the northeastern corner, and carried the 

surveyor’s notation, “Stage Road, Brunswick” (a Georgia town on the Atlantic coast).96 As was 

the case for practically all, if not all, early American roads, this one probably followed a trail beaten 

out by Native Americans over many years, well before the settlers arrived. The trail was widened 

by the settlers where necessary, to accommodate the passing of a horse and wagon.  

 

Stage Road ran eastward from Thomasville, Georgia which was about 50 miles to the west, through 

Troupville, Lowndes County’s seat of government at the time, continuing on in a northeasterly 

direction, passing through John’s property and on toward the present town of Lakeland, where it 

crossed the Alapaha River, and on to Waresboro (near Kettle Creek) in Ware County. There it 

connected with other roads that led to settlements on the Atlantic Coast, including Brunswick, 

Georgia.  

 

The road was not on an 1830 map of Lowndes County, but it was there on one made in 1834, so it 

apparently came into frequent use by settlers around the time that John bought the property. He 

and Nancy had picked a spot in that sparsely settled wilderness that offered them the best 

opportunity for staying in touch with others in the area, and with the outside world. 

 
93 Ibid, Vol 3, pages 217-218. 
94 Lowndes County, Georgia deed re-recorded January 14, 1859, in Deed Book A, page 230.  
95 A small version of the map is found in the book, History of Lowndes County, Georgia, 1825-1941; also, in Jane 

Twitty Shelton’s Pines and Pioneers, a History of Lowndes County, Georgia, 1825-1900. 
96 Jeremiah Wilson’s Original Land Surveys, 1840-1866, page 42, Huxford Genealogical Library. 
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John and Nancy (Osteen) Moore’s log house, built in 1833 or earlier. Five generations of Moores lived there. It was 
destroyed by fire around 1963. Date of photo unknown. 

 

In the 1930’s, parts of the road, including the part that ran through John’s property, became the 

roadbed for Georgia Highway 31 and, even later, U.S. Highway 221. John and Nancy’s grandson 

Gardner Moore, who was a member and frequent chairman of the Lowndes County Board of 

Commissioners during the 1920’s and 1930’s, played a key role in getting this road approved by 

the state for construction.  

 

Nancy and John’s 14th child, Stephen, was born in 1834; he was followed by Rachel in 1835. 

 

In 1837, John, along with three of his siblings signed an affidavit certifying that they were the legal 

heirs of Caleb Moore (see footnote 62). 

 

John and family did not leave behind their vulnerability to Native American attack when they left 

Ware County. The Creeks had officially ceded all their lands in Georgia well before then, and all 

but a relatively few holdouts had resettled across the Chattahoochee River in Alabama, but those 

that remained created an ongoing problem for the white settlers who had moved in.    

 

In 1834, the U.S. Government reached another agreement with the Creeks, this time to resettle 

them west of the Mississippi. Some of the Creeks in Alabama and the holdouts in Georgia decided 

that enough was enough and made plans to cast their lot with the Seminoles in Florida. Two of the 

corridors used by the holdouts in Georgia to reach Florida passed through Lowndes County. As 

they moved along these corridors, their revenge was taken out for all the wrongs heaped upon them 

by pillaging the property of the settlers along the way, and in a few instances, committing murder.97  

 
97 History of Lowndes County Georgia, 1825-1941; also, Jane Twitty Shelton’s Pines and Pioneers, a history 

   of Lowndes County, Georgia, 1825-1900. 
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In response, Lowndes County volunteers sprang into action. On July 10, 1836, the volunteers and 

a group of Creeks collided on the banks of the Little River in the northwestern part of the county. 

It became known as the Battle of Brushy Creek.  

 

On August 5, 1836, the citizens of Lowndes County petitioned the Governor of Georgia for relief, 

stating that “the citizens are being forced to desirt [sic] the county.” Signing the petition were 100 

residents of Lowndes County, including John Moore, son of Caleb, and one of John’s older sons, 

Allen. John was 46 years old and Allen was 21. The Governor was extremely slow to act (a little 

over two years, in fact) and in the meantime Lowndes Countians were left to fend for themselves.  

 

On August 24, 1836, a second battle between local settlers and Native Americans was fought in 

the southeastern part of Lowndes County, near what was then the Ware County line. This became 

known as the Battle of Cow Creek.   

 

In August 1838, two years after these two battles, four Lowndes County companies, also made up 

of volunteers, were finally authorized by the Governor. John’s son, Allen was a member of one of 

these units, serving in Captain Jesse Carter’s Independent Company. He was listed as a private, a 

higher ranking than most of the volunteers in his unit.98  John Moore, Allen’s father, did not appear 

on any of these lists, probably due to his age. By 1840, the crisis was over for the Lowndes 

Countians.    

 

In 1837 John and Nancy had their 16th child, Warren. In 1839, their 17th child, my great grandfather 

Jesse, was born. In 1842, Irwin, the last of their children was born. John was 52 and Nancy 46. 

Their children’s births spanned 30 years. 

 

In 1840, John bought his second tract of land.99 It too consisted of an entire lot (Lot 240, 495 acres) 

and adjoined the southern side of the tract he already owned. In 1844, he bought his third tract (Lot 

291 containing 463 acres).100 This tract was about four miles southeast of the other two tracts that 

John owned, a considerable distance in those days when the fastest means of transportation was a 

horse. It was located about a mile west of the small community of Blanton. Howell Road now runs 

along the southern boundary of the property. 

 

The Old Naylor Road runs east and west through the property, about one quarter of the way down 

from its northern boundary. Also, Otter Road runs north and south through the property near its 

western boundary, connecting the Old Naylor Road to the Howell Road. Otter Creek, which flows 

in a southeasterly direction, touches the southwestern corner of the lot on its way to Grand Bay 

Creek a couple of miles to the southeast. 

 

Six years later, in 1850, John bought his fourth tract (Lot 238, 495 acres).101 This tract adjoined 

the northern side of the first tract he purchased. Knights Academy Road now serves as the dividing 

line between these two tracts. Grand Bay runs east and west just a short distance to the north of 

 
  . 
98 Military records of the State of Georgia, 1779-1839, I, 254. 
99 Re-recorded January 14, 1859 in Lowndes County Deed Book A, pp. 227-228. 
100 Ibid, September 17, 1860 in Deed Book A, page 582. 
101 Ibid, January 14, 1859 in Deed Book A, page 232.      
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the tract, and just on the other side of the bay is the southern boundary of present-day Moody Air 

Force Base.  

 

Lot 238 was the most fertile tract of land that John owned, according to my father, Staten Felma 

Moore, who rented it from his father Gardner after the land had been handed down from John to 

Jesse and then from Jesse to Gardner. As a 10 or 11-year old, I recall helping “pick up” a number 

of two-horse wagon loads of ripened corn that had been “broken” (hand-harvested) and piled every 

30 feet or so along the rows of corn. We hauled it by mule and wagon to our farm about four miles 

away.  

 

John was around 60 years old when he bought Lot 238, and he began passing some of his other 

land to his sons. On September 14, 1850 he sold Lot 291, his third land purchase, to sons Allen, 

35, and Levi, 23, for $300.102 Allen and Levi were John and Nancy’s second and fifth oldest sons. 

It was the only time that John did not grant the land to his sons as a gift.  His deeding an undivided 

lot of land to two sons would become a pattern. It is unclear if and how the sons divided the land 

between them.  

 

Although he had begun disposing of some of his land to his sons in 1850, John continued to buy 

land. He would ultimately acquire a total of 2,600 acres.  

 

He bought his fifth tract in 1853 (Lot 306, 514 acres).103 It lay about a mile south and slightly east 

of his third land purchase (Lot 291). Grand Bay Creek ran through the southeastern section of that 

property and Otter Creek touched the southwestern corner before emptying into Grand Bay Creek 

about a half mile below. Lake Park Road now cuts through the property, entering at about the half-

way point on its northern boundary and exiting near its southwestern corner about where Otter 

Creek Road dead-ends. 

 

Just three months after purchasing this property, John deeded it to sons Warren and Jesse, his and 

Nancy’s 9th and 10th sons, “in consideration of the natural love and affection which he has for 

them.” Warren was 15 and Jesse only 13. 104 On June 4, 1853, less than a month after he deeded 

land to Warren and Jesse, John deeded Lot 240, his second land purchase, to sons Stephen, 18, and 

Irwin, 11, the 14th and 18th children to be born into the family.105 This is the tract of land on which 

John and Nancy were later buried.  

 

 There were no further land transactions for approximately 10 years. Then on October 24, 1863, 

John deeded Lot 238, the fourth tract of land he purchased, to James Burton Moore and Delemo 

Jackson Moore, his grandsons and the sons of John Moore, Jr.106 These grandsons were only 6 and 

7 years old, respectively. At the time, their father, John, Jr., was a Confederate soldier fighting in 

Virginia alongside his brothers and nephews.    

 

 
102 Ibid, September 18, 1860 in Deed Book A, page 583. 
103 Ibid, January 14, 1859 in Deed Book A, page 226.    
104 Ibid, January 14, 1859 in Deed Book A, page 227. 
105 Ibid, January 14, 1859 in Deed Book A, pp. 228-229. 
106 Ibid February 15, 1868 in Deed Book B, page 725. 
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Somewhere along the way, John bought another 100 acres of land, part of Lot 314.107  The date he 

purchased it is unknown, but he sold it on January 31, 1866. This land transaction was different 

from all the others in two respects: (1) it was the only land John bought that did not consist of an 

entire land lot; and (2) it was the only transaction found where John had deeded land to anyone 

other than his sons or, in one case, his grandsons. 

 

He sold the land to John Dozier for $500. The property was located about three miles east of his 

home place, on the east side of Lot 314, just east and north of where Bergman and Marshall Roads 

intersect.  

 

Later that same year (June 21, 1866), which was just a year before he died, John deeded all 

remaining land to son Jesse, in consideration of the natural love and affection which he has and 

bears to his son.108 The property consisted of Lot 239 (490 acres), the first tract of land John 

purchased and on which the log house sat, plus the northern half (245 acres) of Lot 240. Lot 240 

was the lot that John deeded earlier to Stephen and Irwin.  

 

Both Stephen and Irwin lost their lives in the Civil War. John must have somehow regained title 

to the half-tract that he had given Irwin since Irwin was unmarried and had no heirs. That property 

was passed on to Jesse in the above-mentioned deed. 

 

John also passed on to Jesse thirty-six head of stock cattle marked with a crop, split and upper bit 

in each year [sic] and half flower de luce in each year [sic]. Also, three head of horses, a bay mare 

quarter [horse] ___ years old and a bay colt five months old, and one stallion three years old, dark 

color and all the present growing crops on the aforesaid described premises.  

 

 There probably was an understanding that, in return, Jesse and his wife Matilda would move in 

with John and Nancy and look after them for the remainder of their lives, as that is what occurred.   

 

Over the years, John had deeded land to six of his sons: Allen, Levi, Warren, Stephen, Jesse and 

Irwin, and to the sons of a seventh son, John, Jr. It leaves one wondering why he deeded no land 

to sons Leonard, Westberry and David. Had they, like Ransom, died young? No mention of their 

deaths was noted in John’s family Bible, whereas Ransom’s death was recorded there. Nothing is 

known of the lives of these three men; neither is anything known of the lives of three of John and 

Nancy’s daughters, Phoebe, Easter and Nancy. 

 

John died on December 20, 1867, just two years after the Civil War ended. In all probability, his 

death was hastened by grieving over the terrible losses that had occurred in his family as a result 

of the war: deaths of four of his five youngest sons, a grandson and a son-in-law, the permanent 

disablement of a son-in-law and the early discharge of a son and son-in-law due to physical 

disability.  

 

John was 77 when he died. His sister, Elizabeth Moore Raulerson, had died 65 days earlier at the 

age of 81. Nancy lived another eight years, dying in 1875 at age 79. 

 

 
107 Ibid Deed Book B, page 536. 
108 Lowndes County Deed Book B, pp. 574-575. 
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Chapter Seven 

 

JOHN AND NANCY’S CHILDREN 

 
The amount of information known about the children of John and Nancy Osteen Moore varies 

from as little as date and place of birth to a reasonably good accounting. That variation is reflected 

below in what and how much is said about each.  

 

Phoebe Moore.  Born November 19, 1812 in Wayne County, Georgia. 

 

Leonard Moore.  Born August 4, 1814 in Wayne County, Georgia. 

 

Allen Moore. Born December 30, 1815 in Wayne County, Georgia; died January 16, 1892 in 

Lowndes County. Following is a newspaper article about Allen that was submitted by his brother-

in-law, Joseph L. Lancaster: The article appeared in the Valdosta Daily Times on July 29, 1893 

titled: Memoir of Allen Moore By Joseph L. Lancaster.  

 

DuPont, GA. July 26, 1893: Allen Moore was born in Wayne County Ga., Dec 30, 1815, John and 

Nancy Moore being his parents. They moved to Ware County on Kettle Creek in 1817, staying 

there five years. From there they went to Florida in 1822. Not being satisfied after a year or two, 

they moved back to the old home place on Kettle Creek.  

 

“Leaving there when Allen was 12 years old they moved to Lowndes County near the source of 

Cherry Creek in 1829 and remained there five years when they moved in 1834 to the place where 

his (Allen's) brother, Jesse now lives [John’s original lot of land on which the dwelling was 

located]. Allen was first married to Miss Peggy Davis July 4, 1836. He was married three times.  

 

"Sometimes after he was married, he moved and settled a place six miles south of Milltown [now 

Lakeland] where he lived for more than half a century. In 1889, he concluded he would be better 

satisfied to change his home, so he broke up and went to spend his few remaining days with his 

brother-in-law, Joseph L. Lancaster, four miles south of DuPont.  

 

“But alas, only two short years were allotted him and on the 16th day of January 1892, he passed 

quietly away with heart disease. His remains were interred at his request on his old home place 

near Milltown; this exemplifies one of the peculiarities with which we are endowed.   J.L.L. 

 

Allen and his first wife, Margaret Davis, daughter of John Davis (Revolutionary Soldier) of South 

Carolina, had two sons: John, born 1837, married Penelope Sellers; and Benjamin, born 1839, 

married Rebecca J. Sellers. Both John and Benjamin were Confederate soldiers and fought 

shoulder-to-shoulder with five of their uncles (John, Jr., Stephen, Jesse, Warren and Irwin).  

 

John lost his life while serving in the war and was buried in the Confederate section of the Old 

City Cemetery at Lynchburg. Huxford incorrectly recorded in his “Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia” 

that the person buried there is John Jr., son of John and Nancy.  
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Margaret died in 1855. Allen then married Mary Ann Jones. Allen and Mary Ann had seven 

children: Walter married Pearlie Rae; Berry married Essie Main; Allen “Coon” married Anna 

Allen; Ebb married Elizabeth “Lizzie” Newman; Cassandra “Cassie” married Alex Chancey; Mary 

married James Pinderson, and Diane married Thomas “Tom” Mullis. Allen’s third wife was 

Elizabeth Gandy.  

 

Ransom Moore.  Born September 17, 1817, probably in Wayne County. Died in 1830 in Lowndes 

County when only 13 years old.  

 

Westberry Moore.  Born October 27, 1819 in Ware County. 

 

Malinda Moore. Born January 3, 1822 in Ware County, Malinda “Linnie” married James J. 

Rhoden (born Roden). James, the son of Jacob Roden, was born in 1820 in Barnwell District, 

South Carolina. Because of his military service in the Indian Wars, he was eligible for and received 

land in Georgia under its land lottery program.  

 

Malinda and James had 9 children: Levi, born 1839, married Elizabeth Sweat; William, born 1840, 

married Keziah Dawdry; Avey, born 1843, married a Dowling; Rachel, born 1845, married 

Fleming Beasley; Tempy, born 1846; Bryant, born 1848, married Sarah Johns; Hansford, born 

1848, married Nancy Johns; Virginia, born 1852; and Jane, born 1853. 

 

James, Malinda’s husband, enlisted in the Confederate Army on May 6, 1862. He was 40 years 

old and all his nine children had been born. He was a member of the 8th Florida Infantry Regiment, 

Company I. His service record gave his height at 5’10,” his eye color as grey, his hair color as 

auburn, and his complexion as dark.  

 

During the early part of the war, his Confederate unit was part of the Army of Northern Virginia, 

meaning that James fought in the same battles as his brothers-in-law John, Jr., Warren, Stephen, 

Jesse and Irwin until he was either wounded or otherwise disabled, being discharged on March 25, 

1863 due to disability to serve.  

 

By that time, James probably had participated in the following battles: Cedar Creek, Seven Days 

Battle around Richmond, Bristoe Station, Second Manassas, Harper’s Ferry, Antietam, and 

Fredericksburg.  

 

The death dates and burial places for James and Melinda are unknown.  

 

Easter Moore.  Born October 23, 1823 in Ware County. 
 

Nancy Moore.  Born May 21, 1825 in Ware County. 

 

Levi Moore.  Born April 28, 1827 in Ware County, Levi moved with his parents to Lowndes 

County, Georgia in 1829. He married Sara “Sallie” Rentz, daughter of Samuel and Elizabeth Rice 

Rentz of Barnwell District, South Carolina. Sara, born in 1828, moved with her parents to Lowndes 

County in 1833. She and Levi were married in 1848. Sara died in 1877.  
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Levi (photo at left) and Sara had 10 children: Warren, born 

1849, married Amanda McFadden; Samuel, born 1850, 

married Rowena Carter; Mary, born 1851; William 

Franklin, born 1852, first married Martha Roberts, then 

Belle Redding; Allen “Coon,” born 1855, married Rachel 

Skipper; Julia, born 1859, married George W. Chitty; 

Susan, born 1862, married Martin T. Carter, Jr.; Rachel, 

born 1864, married William H. Chitty; John, born 1868, 

married Elizabeth Morris; and Owen, born 1870, died 

young.  

 

After Sara’s death, Levi married Susan Lightsey Carter, 

widow of Jesse Carter. Susan, born 1831 in Colleton 

District, South Carolina, was the daughter of Samuel and 

Martha Mary Zeigler Lightsey. Levi and Susan had one 

child: Barney Levi, born May 20, 1880 who married Ida B. 

Howell.   

 

On December 29, 1862, at the age of 35, Levi enlisted in the Confederate Army’s 4th Georgia 

Calvary, Company H. The 4th Calvary fought in the battles of Atlanta and Olustee (Florida), and 

patrolled the Altamaha River in Georgia. Levi left the command on sick furlough on August 21, 

1864. On October 21 of that year (1864), he appeared on the registers of the Floyd House and 

Ocmulgee Hospitals in Macon Georgia. He was home at the end of the war (1865).109    

 

As previously mentioned, Levi was one of the two administrators of his father John’s estate. He 

died March 4, 1917 and was buried beside his first wife, Sara, at Joe Howell Cemetery near Blanton 

Station in Lowndes County, close to where they had lived and farmed.  

 

David Moore.  Born August 11, 1828 in Ware County Georgia.  

 

Sidney Moore. Born on March 6, 1829, Sidney was born in Lowndes County, Georgia. She 

married Isham H. Peters, son of William and Rachel Peters of Barnwell District, South Carolina. 

Isham was born in 1827 and moved with his parents to Lowndes County in 1828.  

 

Sidney apparently died before November 1877, for that year the heirs to John Moore’s estate 

signed a deed transferring John’s estate property to son Jesse and her name was not included among 

the heirs. Her husband Isham signed as guardian for their three minor children. The three minor 

children were named Stoney, Mandesso and Rachael. No birth dates were given. As previously 

mentioned, Isham was one of the two administrators of John Moore’s estate. He later married 

Isabelle Carter, daughter of Samuel Carter.  

  

Cassandra “Cassie” Moore. Born April 12, 1830 in Lowndes County, Georgia Cassie married 

Joseph L. Lancaster, son of David and Catherine Giddens Lancaster of Craven and Beaufort 

Counties, North Carolina. Joseph moved with his parents to Lowndes County in 1835-36. As 

mentioned by Joseph in his article about his brother-in-law Allen Moore, Cassandra and Joseph 

 
109 Photo and Civil War service information provided by Leland S. Moore, Jr., a descendant of Levi.  
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lived four miles south of DuPont, Georgia. The last information to be found about Cassie was on 

November 30, 1877, when Joseph, on behalf of Cassie and all their children, signed the deed 

granting all of John Moore’s remaining estate to Jesse Moore, Cassandra’s brother. A listing of 

Cassandra and Joseph’s children has not been found, but we know there were at least two because, 

in signing the deed, Joseph signed “for himself, Cassie and their children.”  

 

John Moore, Jr.  Born November 15, 1832, John, Jr. married Narcissa Copeland, born June 15, 

1831 in Barnwell District, South Carolina. Narcissa was the daughter of Lott and Susan Guess 

Copeland. Lott was born in Chatham County, North Carolina but his family moved to Barnwell 

District, South Carolina shortly after his birth. Susan Guess was born in Barnwell District. 

 

John, Jr. and Narcissa were married in 1855. There were five children: Delemo Jackson, born 

1857, married Grace Watson; James Burton,110 born 1856, married Rachel Shaw; Fannie 

Susannah, born 1861, married William M. Turner; Laura Jane, born 1862, married Moses 

Thornton; and Elizabeth “Lizzie,” born 1864, married Kit C. Smith. 

 

John became a Confederate Soldier on April 23, 1862. He was 29 and the father of four children 

at the time. He joined Company H (previously designated Company G) of the 26th Georgia Infantry 

Regiment. It was the same unit that four of his brothers, Warren, Stephen, Jesse and Irwin joined, 

and when the war was over, all but Jesse were dead.    

 

On the Georgia brigade’s train ride from Savannah, Georgia to Richmond, Virginia to become a 

part of General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia, many members of the 6,000-man 

brigade, including John, Jr. and two of his brothers (Stephen and Jesse) came down with the 

measles or mumps or developed pneumonia from the cold, rainy, unsheltered ride. They therefore 

missed some of the first battles that were fought by their brigade around Richmond upon arrival 

in Virginia. 

 

Near the end of the war, John Jr. was killed in the Battle of Petersburg. His widow Narcissa filed 

an application for a widow’s pension on April 11, 1891, which included the following affidavit 

signed by John's brother, Jesse, and two other veterans of Company H:  

 

On March 27, 1865, early in the morning, [General John B.] Gordon's Brigade [of which John 

Moore, Jr. and his brothers were a part] charged a fort in front of our lines at Petersburg [Virginia] 

and captured it. Enemy bombarded the fort and John Moore had his right leg shot off by cannon 

ball and died a few hours later. The affidavit states that John was a member of Company H, 26th 

Georgia. There was no mention of where he was buried.  

 
110 There apparently is some confusion among descendants about Burton Moore’s other first name. Many think it is 

John and refer to him as John Burton Moore, Jr. His correct name can be found on two Lowndes County Deeds: 

(1)  On October 24, 1863, John Moore, son of Caleb, deeded Lot # 238 of District 11  to James B. Moore and 

Delemo J. Moore (deed book unknown but see Lowndes County Court House deed records for 1863,  p. 725).   

(2) On November 20, 1877, the heirs of the estate of John Moore, son of Caleb, deeded ½ of Lot 239 of District 

11 to Jesse Moore. In the body of the deed, two heirs were listed as Jackson Moore and Burton Moore. The 

signatures of the heirs at the bottom of the deed included those of D.J. Moore and James B. Moore (deed book 

unknown but see Lowndes County Court House deed records for 1877, p. 215). These two documents, in 

combination, clearly establish the names of these two individuals to be James Burton Moore and Delemo Jackson 

Moore.  
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Most of the Confederates killed on the Petersburg battlefield that morning were buried by local 

residents after both armies had moved on. They were buried in nearby Blandford Cemetery that was 

adjacent to the Blandford Church. John’s name was not among those that can be seen on grave markers 

in the Confederate section there. However, there was a mass grave for the unidentified, and John’s 

remains probably were buried there.  

 

There is no record identifying all the battles in which John, Jr. fought. However, we do know all 

the battles in which his unit participated, and if we assume that John, Jr. fought in all except the 

early battles around Richmond until he was killed, he fought in the following:  

 

Cedar Run, Bristoe Station, Second Manassas (Bull Run), Harper’s Ferry, Sharpsburg (Antietam), 

Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Wilderness, Spotsylvania, North Anna River, Cold 

Harbor, the First (Shenandoah) Valley Campaign (numerous battles there), Monocacy, the March 

on Washington, the Second (Shenandoah) Valley Campaign (numerous battles again), and 

Petersburg where he was killed.  

 

Narcissa did not remarry. Huxford, in his Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia, reported that with the 

aid of her sons, she continued to run the farm as she had done during the war years. She died on 

August 16, 1902, near Naylor, Georgia and was buried in Cat Creek Cemetery in Lowndes County.  

 

Stephen Moore.  Born November 16, 1834, Stephen married Mary Elizabeth Sellers, born March 

23, 1834 in Barnwell District, South Carolina. Mary was the daughter of Darley and Jane Copeland 

Sellers, both of whom were born in Barnwell District. Mary came with her parents to Lowndes 

County around 1841. Stephen and Mary were married around 1854.  

 

On May 8, 1862, Stephen, at the age of 27 enlisted in the Confederate Army, in the same unit as 

that of his four brothers and two nephews. As previously mentioned, Stephen and two of his 

brothers contracted measles or mumps or caught pneumonia on their train ride to Richmond.  

 

Upon arrival in Richmond, they were hospitalized while those well enough to fight were sent on 

to the Shenandoah Valley to become a part of General Stonewall Jackson’s army. Some of the ill 

soldiers left behind in the Richmond hospital were soon discharged to catch up with their unit, 

only to be hospitalized again once the train reached Charlottesville. Among those re-hospitalized 

were Stephen and his brother Jesse. 

 

Stephen wrote his wife Mary on June 17, 1862: I am at the hospital in Charlottesville in tolerable 

good health … Several of the boys were left at Richmond for five days and we had liked to perish to 

death there and when we went to Charlottesville we found Brother Jes and Brother Irwin in the hospital 

and Brother Jesse was very sick and Irwin was left to wait on him and as I was not able to march I 

took Irwin’s place and he went on to the regiment and I stayed to wait on Jesse. Shrug Allen is at the 

hospital here in the same town about three quarters of a mile from me, but I went to see him this 

morning. He has the measles and he is very low at this time, but he thinks he is a little on the mend.  

 

Barzilla “Shrug” Allen was Stephen’s brother-in-law, married to Stephen’s sister Rachel, then pregnant 

with their third child. Stephen wrote Mary again a week later, telling her Barzilla had died.  
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On August 28, 1862, in the opening battle of Second Manassas’ three-day conflict, Stephen was 

wounded.  In this same battle his youngest brother Irwin was killed, and his brother Jesse was 

wounded. The following was taken from a letter written by Stephen to his wife Mary ten days after 

that battle:  

 

Middleburg, Loudon County, Virginia, September 7, 1862. My dear wife, I write to let you know I 

was in a battle on the 28th of last month and was wounded in the right leg just above the ankle; the 

leg was broken, though it is not wounded very badly and I hope it will be well before long. I am 

getting on as well as can be expected. I do not suffer a great deal. Mother, Jesse was also slightly 

wounded in the head and is at this place. He will probably get a furlough before many days. 

Mother, Irwin was wounded in the bowels. I have not heard from him for several days and it is 

feared he is dead. Your affectionate husband, Stephen Moore. 

 

According to an affidavit signed by three of Stephen’s comrades-in-arms many years later (April 

11, 1891), Stephen was taken from Middleburg to the Confederate Hospital Center in Lynchburg, 

Virginia. One of those signing the affidavit was Stephen’s brother, Jesse. Mary Elizabeth Sellers 

Moore, Stephen’s widow, stated in her application that Stephen “died of said wound a short while 

afterwards at Lynchburg.  

 

In an application for continuance of her pension in 1903, Mary Elizabeth certified that Stephen 

died in “November or December 1862.” Huxford’s Pioneers of Wiregrass Georgia (Vol. 7, page 

275) gives the date of Stephen’s death as November 1, 1862.  

 

Merle Moore, wife of John B. Moore, great grandson of Stephen, told me in a phone conversation 

on January 12, 1998 that Stephen died of gangrene in his wounded ankle. Merle said she obtained 

the information from Remmie Moore Blanton, a granddaughter of Stephen. She did not know 

Remmie’s source. 

 

According to a cemetery official at Old City Cemetery in Lynchburg, there was no record of a 

Stephen Moore having been in any of the several Confederate hospitals in Lynchburg, nor of a 

Stephen Moore being buried at Old City Cemetery where, according to that official, every 

Confederate soldier who died in any of the Lynchburg hospitals was buried.  

 

I reviewed a list of all those Confederates buried in the Old City Cemetery and did not see 

Stephen’s name. Also, all cemeteries in the Middleburg area were searched by me to no avail, but 

additional searching in that area is needed before being completely ruled out.  

 

As previously mentioned, Stephen missed the battles around Richmond in which his 6,000-man 

Georgia brigade was a participant. But he fought at Cedar Run, Bristoe Station and Second 

Manassas (Bull Run) where he was wounded. 

 

Stephen and his wife Mary Elizabeth Sellers Moore had three children: Amanda Moore, born 1856, 

married Berry Blanton; Phoebe, born 1858; and D. Bryant Moore, born 1860. According to 

Huxford (Vol. 7, p. 275), Mary Elizabeth reared the children to maturity and lived to be 87 years 

old, dying on December 3, 1921. She was buried at Good Hope Baptist Church near Naylor.  
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Rachel Moore. Born December 11, 1835 in Lowndes 

County, Georgia Rachel (at left) was the youngest of the 

females born to John and Nancy (Osteen) Moore. She 

married John Barzilla Allen, born in 1837. Barzilla 

“Shrug” Allen was the son of John and Elizabeth “Eliza” 

Wilkinson Allen, both of whom were born in Barnwell 

District, South Carolina but moved to Lowndes County 

sometime before Barzilla was born.  

 

Rachel and Barzilla had three children: William Barzilla, 

born 1857, married Rachel Virginia Futch; John Levi, born 

1859, married Francis Minerva Futch; and Ann Eliza, born 

1862, married Sullivan Jordon Knight. 

 

Barzilla enlisted in the Confederate Army in 1862. As 

mentioned earlier, Stephen Moore, Rachel’s brother, who 

was also a Confederate soldier, wrote to his wife Mary on 

June 15, 1862, stating that he and Barzilla were in different hospitals in Charlottesville, Virginia 

with the measles, and that Stephen had gone to visit Barzilla. A week later, Stephen wrote his wife 

that Barzilla had died.  

 

In 1866, four years after Barzilla died, Rachel married Frances Marion Shaw. Frances Marion was 

born January 5, 1846. He was the son of Jeremiah Shaw, Jr. and Rachel Horne, both of whom were 

raised in Liberty County, Georgia, now Long County. Jeremiah Shaw, Jr. later moved his family 

to Lowndes County, Georgia in an area that later became Berrien County. 

 

On April 30, 1864, just shortly after he turned 18, Frances Marion Shaw enlisted as a Confederate 

soldier in the 1st Florida Reserve Regiment. On July 6, 1864 he was engaged in a skirmish at Cedar 

Key, Florida, when he was wounded in his right arm. Four days later (July 10, 1864) his entire arm 

was removed in Lake City, Florida.   

 

But that must not have slowed Frances Marion down all that much because after he and Rachel 

were married, they cleared the land on the place that they settled, then did the same thing all over 

again after settling a second place. Marion also split rails to fence the fields and cut and hewed the 

logs to build their house and barns, all with just one arm! His and Rachel’s farm was about three 

miles from Ray City, Georgia. 

 

 Late in life (1917) the couple moved from the farm into Ray City. Rachel died April 15, 1921 and 

Frances Marion died September 21, 1922. They were buried at Pleasant Cemetery in Berrien 

County, Georgia.  

 

Rachel and Frances Marion had six children: Frances Arthur, born 1866, first married Victoria 

Giddens Knight, then Gertrude Albritton; Ida Jane, born 1868, married W. Bartow Parrish; Jesse 

Shelby “Doc,” born 1869, married Susie Bullard; Effie C., born 1871, married William Clements; 

Lacy Lester, born 1873, married Tula Albritton, and after her death married Lula Touchton; and 

Chester David, born 1875, first married Luanne T. Webb, then Ava E. Moore, then Mimmie 

Parrish.  
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Warren Moore.  Born July 8, 1837, Warren married Caroline Sellers, born 1839. Caroline was 

the daughter of Darley and Jane Copeland Sellers and the sister of Mary Elizabeth Sellers who 

married Warren’s brother, Stephen.  

 

Caroline was born in Barnwell District, South Carolina, coming with her parents to Lowndes 

County, Georgia around 1841. Warren and Caroline had three children: Jane, J. Hansell and Rachel 

(there possibly were two others). 

 

Sometime prior to May 25, 1862 (the date his military unit left Savannah for Virginia), Warren 

enlisted in the same company of Confederate soldiers as his four brothers and two nephews and 

fought alongside them in the Army of Northern Virginia. He was 24 years old when he enlisted. 

He fought at Cedar Run, the Seven Days Battle around Richmond, Bristoe Station, Second 

Manassas, Harpers Ferry and probably Antietam (Sharpsburg), where he is believed to have been 

wounded.  

 

No Confederate after-battle reports were preserved of the Antietam Battle, so there is no way of 

knowing with certainty that Warren was wounded there. But on September 23, 1862, just a few 

days after that battle, he was admitted to Camp Winder General Hospital, a Confederate hospital 

in Richmond, Virginia.  

 

His medical records for that admission show for that he was suffering from “Dysenteria”, the Greek 

word for dysentery. Webster’s dictionary defines the word as “a disease characterized by severe 

diarrhea, with passage of mucus and blood and usually caused by infection.” He died on September 

25, just two days after being admitted to the hospital. The cause of death was recorded as 

“abscessus”, the Latin word for abscess, which Webster defines as “a localized collection of pus 

surrounded by inflamed tissue.” 

 

The quickness of Warren’s death is similar to the lethal 

result of a condition that was common among the wounded 

during the Civil War. It was called “surgical fever”. It was 

prevalent wherever men were treated for wounds because of 

the highly infectious surroundings, including doctors who 

often went for days without washing their hands or 

instruments. Four or five days after surgery, the patient 

would stop producing pus, which was looked upon as part of 

the healing process, and the wound would dry up. The 

patient would then run a high fever and quickly die.  

 

Warren was buried at Hollywood Cemetery, (see his grave 

marker at left) which is located on the banks of the James 

River near downtown Richmond, Virginia. The cemetery is 

a major tourist attraction, it being the final resting place of 

many notable individuals including U.S. Presidents James 

Monroe and John Tyler, and Confederate President Jefferson 

Davis. Many famous Confederate Generals are also buried 

there.  
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Warren was buried in a section dedicated exclusively to Confederate soldiers. When descendants 

of John and Nancy (Osteen) Moore first visited this section in the late 1990’s, there was nothing 

to show where his or any other individual’s grave was in that section. In fact, the only thing 

showing was the grass that covered the ground. Thankfully, officials of the cemetery had a plat of 

the area showing the precise location of each soldier’s grave. 

 

In 1998, descendants of John and Nancy arranged to obtain a U.S. Government-provided military 

grave marker for Warren, and using the plat to identify the exact spot, cemetery officials placed 

the marker at the head of his grave. Warren had lain there for 136 years with no identification 

whatsoever, probably with his descendants not having the least idea of where he was buried, and 

probably not even knowing where and how he died.   

 

After the war, Warren’s widow, Caroline, married John Dorminey. 

 

Jesse Moore. Born June 12, 1839, Jesse (see portrait at left) 

married Matilda Shaw, born March 21, 1840. Matilda was 

the daughter of Jeremiah Shaw, Jr. and Rachel Horne, both 

of whom were raised in Liberty County, Georgia, now Long 

County. They moved to Lowndes, now Berrien County, in 

1827 where Matilda was born. Matilda’s brother, Frances 

Marion Shaw, married Jesse’s sister, Rachel.  

 

Jesse enlisted in the Confederate Army on September 21, 

1861, the day his Lowndes County company was organized 

(it was then Company G, later Company H). Four of Jesse’s 

brothers and two of their nephews (both of them sons of 

Jesse’s brother, Allen) would join the same company. Jesse 

was 23 years old and had two children - a two-year old and a 

newborn.  

 

The company to which Jesse and his brothers and nephews belonged became one of ten companies 

that formed the 26th Georgia Voluntary Infantry, and that infantry unit, in turn, became part of a 

6,000-man Georgia brigade. Upon arrival in Virginia, this brigade was placed under the command 

of General Stonewall Jackson who commanded one of the two corps (at the time) that made up 

General Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia.  

 

Like his brothers John, Jr. and Stephen, Jesse was in the hospital with the measles or mumps when 

their unit fought a series of battles (the Seven Days Battle) near Richmond, Virginia), which began 

on June 25, 1862, and ended on July 1, 1862.  

 

The unit’s next big battle was Second Manassas, fought on August 28, 29 and 30, 1862. It was in 

the opening action of this 3-day battle that Jesse received a head wound, after which he was taken 

to Middleburg, Virginia (probably by wagon) where he remained until he was well enough to 

rejoin his unit. He was listed as killed along with his brothers Stephen and Irwin in their unit’s 

“After Battle Report” at Second Manassas, when in fact Irwin was the only one killed in that battle. 
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But Jesse was wounded in the head and Stephen received a leg wound from which he would later 

die of gangrene.  

 

At some point during the war, Jesse also incurred a wound in one of his heels and a finger. It may 

have been the reason why he was hospitalized on November 12, 1862, in Hospital # 23 in 

Richmond, Virginia. The last entry on Jesse’s medical record for this hospitalization was dated 

January 3, 1863, so it is assumed that he was discharged from the hospital around that time. Since 

the Battle of Fredericksburg was fought in December 1862, Jesse would have missed that battle. 

 

On March 25, 1865, just 15 days before General Lee surrendered his army at Appomattox, Jesse 

was captured. It occurred during a pre-dawn attack by the Confederates on the Union Army at 

Petersburg, Virginia. After the battle ended, he was taken by boat with other prisoners to Point 

Lookout, Maryland, then a Union prison located at the intersection of the Chesapeake Bay and 

Potomac River, where he spent about three months. On June 29, 1865, after taking the oath of 

allegiance to the United States, he was released from prison.  

 

His oath of allegiance record contained the following information: Complexion, light; Hair, brown; 

Eyes, hazel; Height, 5 ft. 10½ inches. Upon his release from prison, he was transported by ship to 

Savannah, Georgia, given a small sack of dried kernels of corn and turned loose to get back home 

the best way he could. In Jesse’s case, as it was for practically all the Confederates, this meant 

getting there by foot.  

 

But if there were one thing that Jesse was accustomed to doing, it was walking. Over the past three 

years, he had marched thousands of miles. In just one six-month period his unit marched 1,670 

miles.111  In just one 31-day period, the officially recorded movements of Jesse’s unit by foot 

totaled 850 miles, an average of 27.4 miles a day.  That is 27.4 miles every day, seven days a week, 

for an entire month.  

 

Practically all the above-described walking was under the Generalship of Stonewall Jackson or his 

successor, General John B. Gordon, who was equally notorious for pressing his soldiers to the 

limit on long marches to the next battle. Because of the extensive, rapid marching required by 

these two generals, the soldiers under their command became known as Jackson’s or Gordon’s 

“foot cavalry”. 

 

And much of that rapid marching was in preparation for the deadly task of fighting the enemy in 

a new location. Many battles for these units began late afternoon or around sundown, after the 

soldiers had marched all day long to get to where they needed to be to engage the enemy, and they 

often marched into battle with hardly a break in stride (there was not even a break in stride when 

marching to engage in some battles, including the Battle of Gettysburg).  

 

With three years of such strenuous marching under his belt, I am certain that Jesse thought his 185-

mile walk home from Savannah with no one shooting at him was akin to a stroll in the park! 

 
111 This observation made on November 16, 1864 by Captain Jed Hotchkiss, General Jubal Early’s  

      Topographical Engineer. 
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Jesse fought in the Battle of Cedar Run, Bristoe Station, Second Manassas (Bull Run), 

Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, Wilderness, Spotsylvania Courthouse, North Anna River, Cold 

Harbor, First Shenandoah Valley Campaign (numerous battles there), Monocacy, the March on 

Washington, Second Shenandoah Valley Campaign (numerous battles again), and Petersburg, 

where he was captured.  

 

Soon after returning home from the war, Jesse was deeded all his father’s remaining farmland. 

Moving in with John and Nancy and becoming their caretakers. Jesse and his wife, Matilda, went 

on to raise a family of ten right there in John and Nancy’s old log house.  

 

On November 20, 1877, one-half of Lot 239 was again deeded to Jesse, this time by all the living 

heirs of John and Nancy.112  The reason for this action was not clear. However, it was that part of 

the lot on which John and Nancy’s house was located and probably had to do with Nancy’s dower 

rights which expired with her death.  

 

John and Nancy’s son Levi and their son-in-law Isham Peters were listed as administrators of the 

transaction. Signing the deed were: (1) Levi, signing for himself and as guardian of Jane, Hansell, 

and Rachael, minors of Warren, deceased; (2) Allen; (3) Joseph Lancaster, wife of Cassandra 

(“Cassie”) signing for her and their children; (4) Rachael and her husband Marion Shaw, for 

Rachael and her children, and for the minors of Barzilla Allen (Rachael’s first husband); (5) D. 

Jackson Moore; and (6) James Burton Moore (D. Jackson and James Burton Moore were adult 

sons of John Moore, Jr.); and (7) Narcissa Moore, wife of John Moore, Jr., deceased, signing for 

herself and their minor children. 

 

Also signing were (8) Mary Moore, wife of Richard Moore, deceased, for herself and for the 

minors of  “said Rachael Moore;” (I could not figure out how this Richard Moore  or “said Rachael 

Moore” fits in this family); (9) Phoebe Moore (she could have been John and Nancy’s oldest child, 

born in 1812, or the second child of Stephen and Mary Elizabeth Sellers Moore, born in 1858, for 

she was by then an adult.  It was probably the latter); and (10) Isham H. Peters (husband of Sidney), 

for Sidney and as guardian for his and Rachael’s children, Stoney, Mandesso and Rachael.  

 

Jesse and Matilda’s children were: Jeremiah, born July 29, 1860, married Emma McDonald; 

Melissa, born January 27, 1862, married George Chitty; Polly Ann, born July 31, 1866, married 

Frank Crosby; Haley Gardner (my grandfather), born July 7, 1868, married Marietta Turner; 

Georgia Ann, born January 18, 1870, married John Martin; Rachel Letisha, born October 15, 1872, 

married Moses Maxwell Blanton; Mary Jane, born April 8, 1875, died as an infant; Rosa, born 

September 2, 1876, married Jesse R. Harris; William, born October 3, 1878; John F., born March 

24, 1880,  married Mary “Minnie” Pennie, and after her death married Eula Bass. 

 

Matilda died in 1913 at the age of 73. Jesse died on November 27, 1925 at the age of 86. It would 

have been a ripe old age for anyone, but it was particularly notable for Jesse, in that he survived 

three years of the deadliest war ever fought in the history of this nation. Jesse and Matilda are 

buried at Cat Creek Cemetery in Lowndes County.  

 

 
112 Deed Book F, page 215. 
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Irwin “Bud” Moore. Born June 24, 1842, Irwin was John and Nancy Moore’s youngest child. He 

joined the same Confederate unit as his brothers and fought side-by-side with them in the Army 

of Northern Virginia. Irwin was the only one of the five brothers in this unit that was not married.  

 

The exact date that he became a Confederate soldier is not known, but it would have been before 

May 25, 1862, the date that his unit moved from Savannah, Georgia to Virginia to become a part 

of the Army of Northern Virginia. It appears that Irwin and his brother Warren escaped the 

rampaging contagious diseases on the train trip to Virginia, being the only two of the five brothers 

that fought in the series of battles that took place around Richmond from June 25 to July 1, 1862. 

 

From his hospital bed in Charlottesville, Virginia, Irwin’s brother Stephen wrote his wife on June 

29 saying that he and Jesse were mending well and thought that they would leave the hospital on 

Monday to rejoin their unit, that is, if the Yankees don’t take Richmond. They commenced fighting 

there yesterday and if they did, brother Irwin is in it.  

 

Stephen had been rightfully concerned about his brother, for on July 11, following one of those 

battles around Richmond, he wrote his wife Mary telling her that Brother Irwin got his gun knocked 

off his shoulder with a piece of a bum shell but it did not hurt him. 

 

Eventually, the Federal Army withdrew from Richmond and headed north with the Confederate 

Army in pursuit. After two relatively small battles, the opposing armies were again fully engaged 

in battle on August 28, 1862, near the crossroads community then known as Manassas Junction, 

about 50 miles southwest of Washington, D.C.  

 

On the opening battle of that 3-day engagement which began around sundown, Irwin was killed. 

It happened on what is known today as the Brawner Farm, during a Confederate charge of the 

Union’s approaching units. My father, Staten Felma Moore, told me the following story that had 

been told him by his grandfather Jesse, Irwin’s brother: 

 

Jesse, who was the closest in age to Irwin of any of the four brothers fighting in that unit, told of 

being right next to Irwin when he fell, and when he, Jesse, stopped and knelt to tend to his stricken 

brother, the sergeant in charge of his company ordered him to get up and keep moving forward. 

Irwin pleaded for Jesse not to leave him, but the sergeant’s orders could not be disobeyed.  

 

Jesse and his brother Stephen were also wounded in this same charging action. Jesse received a 

head wound but recovered after hospitalization. Stephen received an ankle wound from which he 

would later die of gangrene. 

 

The fighting ended only when it became too dark to see the enemy. The Confederates continued 

to hold their position afterward, whereas the federal soldiers withdrew. Thus, the Confederates 

were able to tend to their wounded immediately and bury their dead. On all Civil War battlefields, 

the dead were buried close to where they fell.  
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Several years after the end of the war, legislation was passed by the United States’ Congress, 

providing for the removal of Union soldiers from their battlefield graves and reinterring them in 

cemeteries established strictly for that purpose. But the legislation did not apply to Confederate 

soldiers, so their remains were left where they were. 

  

Reinforcing the fact that the Confederate dead were never removed from the battlefields where 

they were killed is that many years after the war, the owner of the Brawner Farm, while plowing 

one of his fields, exposed the skeletal remains of several dead soldiers that had been buried in a 

mass grave.  

 
In 1998, to find out if Irwin’s remains might possibly have been removed and buried elsewhere, I 

contacted the National Park Service which is officially charged with maintaining many of the Civil 

War battlefields including the one near Manassas. I was referred by this federal agency to Park Ranger 

John Hennessy, Park Service Historian and that agency’s foremost authority on the two Civil War 

battles fought at Manassas. Mr. Hennessy’s written response said: 

 

I have seen very little that speaks specifically to Confederate burials after that battle, and nothing at 

all about burials at Brawner Farm.  

 

With that answer, it can be said with a high degree of certainty that Irwin still lies buried in his 

battlefield grave on the Brawner Farm. 
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Chapter 8 

 

JOHN AND NANCY’S SPECIAL BURIAL PLACE 

 
The place John and Nancy chose to be buried was about one-half mile from their house, on Land Lot 

240, the second 490-acre tract that John bought. There is a woods lane that connects the gravesite to 

a county road (CCC Road) which is about one-fourth mile to the west of their gravesite. A locked 

gate sits across the entrance to this woods lane which runs through privately owned property. The 

property is owned by Mrs. Stephen (Kay Blanton) Coleman of Valdosta, Georgia, a descendant of 

John and Nancy.  
 

Why John and Nancy chose this site to be buried we can only guess. There must have been something 

extraordinary about this spot, and most likely, that extraordinary something was a majestic live oak 

tree. This conclusion is based on the presence of several live oaks that now surround the gravesite, 

close enough to shade John and Nancy’s graves (see photo below). While none of these trees is old 

enough to have existed during the couple’s lifetime, chances are good that they are seedlings of the 

live oak that made the spot so appealing to the couple.  

 

They were buried just outside a cultivated field, with probably a wooden marker to identify the 

burial site. Around 1928, Gardner Moore, a grandson of John and Nancy, replaced whatever had 

been there with a granite headstone. Then, around 1982, Jerry F. Moore, a great grandson of John 

and Nancy, replaced the granite headstone with one made of marble. He also established a concrete 

base around the headstone and graves and chained off the surrounding area (see photo below and 

on following page).    

 

This tract of land is currently leased to a private hunting club. That, plus the graves being in a 

wooded area with dense underbrush and a considerable distance from any graded road makes 

visiting the site a significant challenge.  

 

 
John and Nancy’s burial site. They were buried near the edge of one of their fields, about one-half mile from their 
home. The gravesite is now surrounded by live oak trees.  
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John and Nancy’s gravesite was maintained for many years by their great grandson Philip k. Moore and his wife Alma. 
Since their deaths, biennial clean-ups have been carried out by an organized group of volunteers. In 2012, the 
volunteers consisted of, left to right: Tommy Moore, Stuart Moore, Bryan Shaw, Ed Hightower, Jesse Moore and 
Randall Jones, all descendants of John and Nancy. 
 

The lack of easy access eventually prompted a discussion by descendants seeking a solution. That 

discussion led to the creation of a memorial in John and Nancy’s honor, to be placed in a 

convenient location for viewing.  

 

Cat Creek Cemetery, just north of Valdosta, Georgia on Cat Creek Road, was selected as the most 

logical site for the marker. Many of John and Nancy’s descendants are buried there, making it the 

most likely spot for the memorial to be seen by present and future generations of descendants.  

 

The plan was presented to all known descendants of John and Nancy, along with an invitation to 

share in its cost.  The response was enthusiastic, with the necessary funds being quickly raised. 

The memorial was installed early in 2009, next to John and Nancy’s son Jesse’s grave and near 

the graves of several other descendants. 

 

Then on October 24, 2009, about 100 of John and Nancy’s descendants, many unknown to each 

other, gathered at the facilities of Cat Creek Primitive Baptist Church and Cemetery (see photos 

that follow) to dedicate the memorial, share historical information, memories, old photographs and 

artifacts, and to simply enjoy each other’s company. Descendants of six of John and Nancy’s 

children were able to attend.   
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John and Nancy (Osteen) Moore’s memorial.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

        

 

 
                       

 
Descendants of John and Nancy (Osteen) Moore attending the dedication ceremony held October 24, 2009. 
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Colonel Richard Gary Moore, Army Chaplain, performed the dedication ceremony standing between the new memorial 
for his great, great grandparents John and Nancy (Osteen) Moore, and the headstone of his great grandfather Jesse 
Moore. 
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                                                                     KNOWN PATERNNAL ANCESTORS AND CHILDREN OF JOHN MOORE, 1790-1867, SON OF CALEB.   

 

*1 Edmond Moore, died 1691 in Princess Anne County, Virginia, now Virginia Beach. 

  + 1st wife Unknown; 2nd Elizabeth …………   

          * 2 Thomas Moore, died 1736, Princess Anne County, Virginia, now Virginia Beach. 

       + 1st. Wife Unknown; 2nd Ann Powell (widow); 3rd Sarah Shreff (widow); 4th Margaret ………... died 1736. 

               3 William Moore, born abt. 1710; d. 1785, Pitt County, North Carolina. 

      + Wife Unknown. 

            4 John Moore, b. abt. 1735; d. 1798, Pitt County, North Carolina. 

                         + Elizabeth ............... b. abt. 1735; d. after 1830, Pitt County, North Carolina.  

                               5 Caleb Moore, b. abt. 1760, probably Pitt County, North Carolina; d. 1821, Wayne County, Georgia.                                                                                                                              

                               + Eunice Brierly, b. probably Pitt County, North Carolina; d. after 1837, probably Wayne County, Georgia.   

                                     6 Elizabeth Moore, b. 1786, Pitt County, North Carolina; d. 1867, Lakeland, Florida; m. William Raulerson. 

                                     6 Levicy Moore, b. abt. 1788, Pitt County; d. after 1850, Camden County, Georgia; m. 1st. Thomas Nobles; 2nd. Rutledge; 3rd.  Noah Mizell. 

                                     6 John Moore, b. 1790, Pitt County, North Carolina; d. 1867, Lowndes County, Georgia; m. Nancy Osteen. 

                                     6 Benjamin Moore, b. abt. 1792, Pitt County, North Carolina; d. bef. 1850, Alachua County, Florida; m. Rebecca Sparkman. 

                                     6 William Moore, b. 1797, Pitt County, North Carolina; d. after 1850, Camden County, Georgia. 

                                            6 John Moore, b. 1790, Pitt County, North Carolina; d. 1867, Lowndes County, Georgia; m. Nancy Osteen. 

                                            + Nancy Osteen, b. 1796, Beaufort District, South Carolina; d. 1875, Lowndes County, Georgia.  

                                                   7 Phoebe Moore, b. 11-19-1812, Wayne County, Georgia. 

                                                   7 Leonard Moore, b. 8-1-1814, Wayne County, Georgia. 

                                                   7 Allen Moore, b. 12-30-1815, Wayne County, Ga.; d. 1-16-1892, Lowndes Co., 1st. Margaret Davis; 2nd Mary Ann Jones; 3rd Elizabeth Gandy.  

                                                   7 Ransom Moore, b. 9-17-1817, Ware County, Georgia; d. 1830, Lowndes County, Georgia.  

                                                   7 Westberry Moore, b. 10-27-1819, Ware County, Georgia.  

                                                   7 Malinda Moore, b. 1-3-1822, Ware County, Georgia; m. James J. Rhoden.  

                                                   7 Easter Moore, b. 10-23-1823, Ware County, Georgia. 

                                                   7 Nancy Moore, b. 5-21-1825, Ware County, Georgia.  

                                                   7 Levi Moore, b. 4-28-1827, Ware County, Georgia; d. 3-4-1917, Lowndes County, Ga; m. 1st Sarah Rentz; 2nd Susan Lightsey Carter.  

                                                   7 David Moore, b. 8-11-1828, Ware County, Georgia.  

                                                   7 Sidney Moore, b. 3-6-1829, Ware County, Georgia; d. before 11-1887, Lowndes County, Georgia; m. Isham Peters.  

                                                   7 Cassandra Moore, b. 4-12-1830, Lowndes County, Georgia; d. after 11-1877, Lowndes County, Georgia; m. Joseph Lancaster. 

                                                   7 John Moore, Jr., b. 11-15-1832, Lowndes County, Georgia; killed 3-27-1865 in Battle of Petersburg, Va.; m. Narcissa Copeland.  

                                                   7 Stephen Moore, b. 11-16-1834, Lowndes County, d. about 11-1862 from wounds rcvd. at 2nd Manassas, Va.; m. Mary Elizabeth Sellers. 

                                                   7 Rachel Moore, b. 12-11-1835, Lowndes County, Ga. d. 11-8-1877, Berrien County, Ga; m. 1st. Barzilla Allen; 2nd. Frances Marion Shaw.  

                                                   7 Warren Moore, b. 7-8-1837, Lowndes County, Ga., d. 9-25-1862, Richmond, VA.  prob. from wounds at Antietam; m. Caroline Sellers. 

                                                   7 Jesse Moore, b. 6-12-1839, Lowndes County, Georgia; d. 11-27-1925 Lowndes County, Georgia.; m. Matilda Shaw. 

                                                   7 Irwin Moore, b. 6-24-1842, Lowndes County; Georgia, killed 8-28-1862 in Battle of Second Manassas, Virginia. He was single. 

                                        

                                 * The Genealogists were unable to find hard evidence that Thomas Moore and Edmond Moore were the father and grandfather, respectively,  

                                    of William Moore. Instead, they based their conclusions on circumstantial evidence that, to them, identified Edmond and Thomas as “the most  

                                    likely candidates.” See the introductory section of this document for further details. 

 

Chart prepared by Jesse Felma Moore 

 

   June  2020 
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Jesse Felma Moore, author 

Born 8-10-1932 

                   

The author is the great, great grandson of John and Nancy (Osteen) 

Moore and great grandson of Jesse and Matilda (Shaw) Moore. 

 

                      

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


